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"My grandfather's 
wish was always 
that the capital 
would have a dome 
— Annabefle 
Escoe Cones, 
Solomon Layton's 
granddaughter 








from Lawton Fort Sill 


Join us for these 
Holiday Festivities 

Boulevard o i Lights Parade 
West Core Blvd, from 3rd to 8th St, 
November 22, 6 pm 
Display of lights will continue 
through January 2003 

Frost Ya' Fanny Fun Run 
Parks & Recreation 
November 23 
(580) 581 3400 

Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra 
McMahon Memorial Auditorium 
"A Holiday to Remember"; 

A family concert 
December 2 1 
(580) 536-2229 


Museum of the Great Plains 
'The Dickens Village 1 ' exhibit 
601 NAV Ferris 
December 6 - January 5 f 2003 
(580) 581-3460 

Lawton Community Theater 
"Nuncrackers" 

John Denneys Playhouse, 

1316 N.W Bell 

December 6, 7, 13, 1 4, 20 & 2 1 
at 8 pm,- December 8 at 2 pm 
(580) 355-1600 

Southwest Oklahoma 
Dance Alliance 
"Nutcracker Ballet" 

Memorial Auditorium on N,W. Ferris 
December 7, I = 30 and 8 pm 
(580) 248-671 I OR (580) 248-4165 


Percussive Arts Society Museum 
Holiday Open House 
701 NAV Ferris 
December 8,2-4 pm * FREE 

The Living Christmas Tree 
First Baptist Church 
December 13 - 15 


The Messiah 

McMahon Memorial Auditorium 
December (4 

Lawton Fort Sill 
Chamber of Commerce 



629 SW C Avenue 
Lawton, OK 73501 

580/355-3 544 
SOO/s 72-4 540 

u.ntw. lea, ore) 




or visit us 


’ c internet at 


yieacf west for the adventure of a lifetime. From the 
nation's finest minor league baseball park to our new canal that 
winds through the historic Brrcktowrt district m downtown Oklahoma 
City, there's plenty to see and do. Let the natural wonders of the 
world surround you in our new JWERKS large format theater Our 
nationally acclaimed roe boasts animals from every corner of the 
globe. The National Cowboy & Western Hentage Museum can transport 
you back to the days of the wagon train. There's so much more, 
of course. Come to Oklahoma City and see how the west was fun, 


O^noma 

CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 


m/l today for a free 
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com 






Amtrak offers Daily Service throughout 
Oklahoma and to over 500 other Destinations. 


The Amtrak Heartland Flyer is your ticket to fun, with daily departures to Oklahoma City, Norman, Ardmore, Purcell and 
Pauls Valley- Plus, convenient connections to other great destinations like Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, and Tucson, 
Big, comfortable reclining seats, picturesque views, and plenty of room to mix and mingle. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Click on www.amtrakxom, call your travel agent or 1-800-USA-RAIL 


MTRAK 


www.amtrak.com 
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ever written. A rundown on the return to Broadway of 
an American theater institution with a title that [ust might 
ring a bell. 

BY ROBERT HE1DE AND JOHN GILMAN 

Wish You Were Here 36 

The Whitlock Wishouse in Muskogee is a rare destination 
with a mission as lofty as its ambiance, o place where 
wishes come true in more ways than one. 

BY LOUISA MCCUNE 

Birds of Prey 38 
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“We were enthralled bv Oklahoma! when we 
saw the Broadway preview last February,” says 
Robert Heide, co-author of “The Oklahoma! 
Revival w (page 28), “To me, the musical rep- 
resents the pure spirit of America and the joy 
and hope of a new, promised land/ Longtime 
New York City residents, Heideand co-author 
John Gilman , above, are regular contributors 
to Oklahoma Today, this being their fourth 
major arriclc for the magazine in as many years. 
Widely considered the nations experts on 
Disney collectibles, the two have written twelve 
books on twentieth -century American popular 
culture, including Mickey Mouse: The Evolu- 
tion, the Legend, the Phenomenon (Hyperion); 
Box- Office Buckaroos; The Cowboy Hero from 
the Wild West Show to the Silver Screen (Ab- 
beville); and Greenwich Village: A Primo Guide 
to Shopping, Eating, and Making Merry in H ue 
Bohemia (St, Martins Press), 


Kim Ryan, an Edmond native and OU 
graduate, worked south of the border at a 
Dallas advertising firm before returning to her 
home state two years ago to become an account 
executive at Oklahoma Today , “I missed the 
trees, grass, and family back in Oklahoma,” she 
says. Of her current position, Ryan says, “Being 
account executive lor Oklahoma Today means 
becoming a jack-of-all- trades. Because of that, I 
have an opportunity to work at a closer level with 
my clients than most/" Ryan, who is currently 
pursuing a masters degree in English/ Profession ill 
Writing a r the University of Central Oklahoma, 
has aspirations to make wri ting or film production 
a future career. She enjoys tending to her two pets, 
gardening, writing, reading, and pottery. 




Longtime contribut i ng ed i tor 
Tom Luker has photographed 
articles for Oklahoma Today since 
the 1 980s, his "'maiden voyage'’ a 
piece on Oklahoma barbecue. Its 
a lung trip from ribs to falconry, 
but a meaningful journey for 
Luker, who admits a fascination 
with flying hunters that dates back 
to first grade. Luker says of his 
work on “Birds of Prey” (page 38), 
"It was one of my favorite pieces* 1 believe the best things in life are the things you’re 
caught by, and the raptors caught me.” Working with falcons and their handlers 
took Luker foil circle, the youthful curiosity and adult participation informing lus 
photographs for the piece, Luker, who lives in Coweta, has received a number of 
awards for his work in Oklahoma Today , 
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Samantha, Jake and Zacli with Warren Jackman, M.D . 


The right specialist when your health really matters. 


For many years, Samantha 
lived with a serious heart 
disorder. And because of 
her condition, she was told 
it would be risky to ever 
have children. 


After many years on medication. Samantha was 
referred to l)r. Warren Jackman at OU MEDICAL 
CENTER fora new radiofrvquency heart treannent 
that he pioneered. 


Today, Samantha is a proud parent of two children, 
and is medication-free, thanks to the exceptional 
heart team of physicians and nurses at 
OU MEDICAL CENTER. 

To find a doctor affiliated with OU MEDICAL 
CENTER, call 271-5000 or log on at 
www.oumedcenter.com, when your health really 
matters. 


BOB ST 


■when your health really matters • 


MEDICAL 

CENTER 


Minutes f rom downtown. Bncktown & any part of town 
Ju»l can of 13th A Lincoln 1 1 too Everett I>nvc OKC. OK 73104 

www.oumedcenter.com 


HCA Health Service* of Oklahoma. Inc (d b a. OU MEDICAL CENTER) i* not part of. nor operated by. the University of Oklahoma 


"Thanks to them, 

have a family today.” 








Boulevard Still Taints Capitol View, — Daily Oklahoman headline, June 4, \ 993 


Editor's Letter 


A NEW LEASE ON LIFE 



Since October 1992, Oklahoma 
Today readers and contributors have 
had the pleasure of working with office 
manager and front desk 
receptionist Becky Isaac. 
After much begging and 
pleading with her to do oth- 
erwise, she has finally put 
her foot down: Isaac will 
retire on November 22. 

With all of the day+o 
day pressures of magazine 
publishing, Isaac always provides the 
calming salve. She has the Band-aids 
ond the hair spray and sews on staffers' 
buttons just moments before those 
important meetings. She picks out and cir- 
culates the birthday cards ond decorates 
for our holiday events. 

It is impossible to say how much we 
will miss her at Oklahoma Today. If 
you've had the opportunity to speak 
with Isaac on the telephone or if she has 
tracked down a payment for you, please 
send her well wishes for the future. We 
know she would enjoy the farewell 


BLIGHT BE GONE 




A nyone who has ever restored a h istoric home knows that it 

always rakes three times the money expected and two-and-a-half times the aliened time. 
Another restoration truth — you will never truly be fi nished. A door to be stripped , a window- 
pane replaced/ They done tell you these things on HGTV. 

But the rewards? Those conic by the dozens, a glisten ing hardwood floor reflecting the after- 
noon sunlight or a smooth, freshly painted wall at last devoid of its five layers of fifty-year-old 
wallpaper. The oohs and aahs of friends top olf the personal satisfaction. 

Oklahomans have their own restoration project to preen over, a little pocket of the state that 
has bled for decades with crime, prostitution, and general neglect. For most of us, the restoration, 
called “beautification' in urbanese, has just slowly materialized, one subtle improvement upon an- 
other. The project? That once- repugn ant corridor, that long-dismissed street: Lincoln Boulevard, 
gateway to die Oklahoma State Capitol. 

Most of us have driven it* whether trying to find a birth certificate, getting a liquor license fora 
special fundraiser* visiting a legislator, or taking a shortcut to miss five o'clock Broadway Exten- 
sion traffic. Recently, you may have wondered in passing, What happened to all the weeds? The 
streetlights sure are neat* When did they go up? And those baby trees lining up block after block* 
Who planted them? 

With 2002 drawing to a dose* its a pleasure, even a joy to drive down Lincoln Boulevard, both 
south and north of the Oklahoma State CapitoLThat the magnificent dome now exists is really 
just an added bonus. What s happening on ground level is an equal* though moresubde, mark of 
Oklahoma's continued achievement and ev ident progress. 

The fact is* the Lincoln Renaissance Project* as its officially called, isn’t the work of magical elves 
deaning and planting under cover of night* The l incoln Renaissance is the brainchild and legacy 
of Governor Frank Keating, who made it his personal mission while in office to improve the one- 
mile span north of Lincoln Boulevard. The governors former Department of Commerce secretary, 
Ron Rosenfeld, also is widely credited with giving birth to the concept* 

In 1998, the Oklahoma State Legislature earmarked funds for the project, whose purpose 
was to acquire land and property clean up the environment* and provide landscaping* The 
project fell into the lap of the Department of Central Services, which reportedly has managed 
the Lincoln Renaissance Project vvidi great care and enthusiasm* The landscaping and acquisi- 
tion charge was awarded to the talented folks at TAP Architecture and Trammell Crow, both 
Oklahoma City firms. As of this writing, Phase One of the project ( primarily beautification) 


is complete. Unlike the average home renovation, this renaissance has managed to stay within 
budget and remain on schedule. 

Oklahomans who plan to attend die upcoming dome dedication 
extravaganza (November 1 6, 5 p.m.) should not miss die renovation of Lincoln 
Boulevard* From Interstate 44* take the Lincoln exit south to the State Capitol. 
You wont be disappointed. You might even let slip an ooh and aah or two. 
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CAPTURE THE BRILLIANCE 


CAPTURE HER HEART™ 


INTRODUCING THE GORDON’S DIAMOND™ 



The Gordon’s Diamond creates 
a new standard of brilliance in 
diamonds. A cut that has never 
been seen before, with brightness 
that has never been seen before. The 
brilliance magnifies what diamonds 
have always symbolized - love and 
romance. But The Gordon’s Diamond, 
with its unprecedented fire, does 
more than symbolize romance. It 
embodies passion. 

Gordon’s 

JEWELERS 

Since 1905 

CROSSROADS MALL • HERITAGE PARK MALL ■ OAKWOOD MALL • PENN SQUARE 
QUAIL SPRINGS MALL • SHAWNEE MALL * SOONER FASHION MALL 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GORDON'S DIAMOND. VISIT WWW.GORDONS JEWELERS COM 



"It is indeed ironic lhaf we spend our school days yearning to graduate and our 
remaining days waxing nostalgic about our school days/ — Isabel Waxman 


Feed Back 



Happy Tiger 

A friend faxed me a copy of Louisa 
McCunes editor’s letter ‘The Wonder 
Years” (September/ October 2002} yes- 
terday, just in time for me to read it aloud 
at the William Howard Taft Loo k-a- Like 
Assembly today* I must admit, it sent chills 
through me. L too, was a Taft Tiger. My 
mom taught here, and my brother attended 
as well. Many people know how much I love 
Taft; few know how proud I am to have re- 
turned to Enid with the opportunity to serve 
as principal of this wonderful school. 

Her words were an inspiration to die staff 
and parents present. Three hundred and sixty 
students listened with curiosity at the words 
that are now widely published about their 
very own school. It was a spirited and spon- 
taneous applause that greeted the end of the 
reading, a response unlike most others. 

The column touched all of us and sent 
such a strong message of appreciation 
for teachers and the environment they 
provide for the children of our great state 
and country. It is gratifying to know that 
others deeply share the sense of importance 
of early school experiences and remember 
their teachers with such fondness. 

Also, her comment that “acknowledge- 
ment means everything” is incredibly ac- 
curate. And “let s set our kids up to win,” 
again so true. 

Come back to Taft, and let us partner 
with you as you continue the quest to 
identify todays challenges for teachers and 
parents. You wont find a better place to 
explore what the future might hold. 

Dr, Ann Reding 
ENID 

Bottom Line 

Chad Loves article, “The State of Edu- 
cation” was informative. Unfortunately, it 
failed to address the bottom-line question: 
How well are our students performing? 

The United States Department of Edu- 


cation tells us that one-third of Oklahoma’s 
fourth graders cannot read at even a basic 
level — they cannot comprehend a simple 
paragraph in a childrens story. The num- 
bers are even worse for minority students: 
A staggering two- thirds of our black fourth 
graders and half of our Hispanic fourth 
graders cannot read. 

Yes, there are pockets of excellence in the 
system, and rhev were highlighted elsewhere 
in the September/ October 2002 issue. But 
your readers are not likely to discover the 
overall “state of education” from a story in 
which the only seven sources cited are six 
people on the education payroll and one 
leader of a school employee labor union. 

What is the true state of education? No 
man can be a judge in his own case. Yet this 
is precisely what happens when the govern- 
ment owns and operates the schools, writes 
the press releases, and then edits and pub- 
lishes the magazine. 

Oklahoma Today is a fine publication, but 
your readers deserve a more realistic picture 
of “the state of education 

Brandon Dulcher 
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
The OCPA is an independent organiza- 
tion promoting free enterprise and limited 
government. 

Dear Deer Creek 

How excited l was to see the Deer Creek 
school district at the top of your list (“Star 
Schools,” page 34). It has always been a 
school of excellence supported by the com- 
munity. Except for my older sister, my four 
other siblings and I began our schooling at 
Lynch School, which consolidated with Deer 
Creek in 1959. Our father, Eugene Thomas, 
was always a great supporter and served on the 
school board before we moved in 1 953. 

We have attended several school reunions 
and are happy to see the district thriving 
and continuing its history of scholastic ex- 


cellence. Although we still have cousins in 
the area, none of us currently lives in Okla- 
homa, but we are happy to have Oklahoma 
Today to keep us abreast of events there. 
Thank you for your wonderful magazine. 

Peggy Thomas Villanueva 
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 

Mustang, Move Over 

1 went to law school at SMU and stayed 
here because I figured out very quickly that 
this was a much more exciting place than 
my hometown. On a recent trip home to 
Oklahoma, my mom gave me some back 
issues to read. 

I wanted to tell you how impressed I was 
with Oklahoma Today. The articles were quite 
interesting, and the production was “New 
York” quality, Ym very surprised but delighted 
that our much -maligned home state now has 
such a polished image, I may even have to 
subscribe if I can figure out how to hide the 
issues from my rabid Texas f riends. 

The quality of the writing, photography, 
and production is better than most national 
publications Fve seen. Continued good 
luck with Oklahoma Today , 

David Shutee 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

Wrong Way 

Thank you for including the Talimena 
Scenic Drive as one of your “45 Places Ev- 
ery Oklahoman Should Visit” (July/ August 
2002). There was one technical point I saw 
chat was incorrect in the article. The 
Talimena Drive is located in the Ouachita 
National Forest, not “Washita,” You had it 
correct on the first reference, but nor the 
second, I just didn’t want anyone heading 
in the wrong direction when looking tor 
our beautiful drive. Again, thank you for 
the article. 

Danette Russell 
LAZY R INN, TAL1HINA 

Duk A first-class, out-to-lmch mistake. 
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We Remember 

[ wanted to drop you a line and give you 
some well-deserved praise for die wonder- 
ful memorial edition published by Okla- 
homa Today * Last week, we were visiting 
Oklahoma City and had the opportunity 
to visit the Oklahoma City National Me- 
morial. I was shocked by both the devasta- 
tion that took place there and the absolute 
beauty of the memorial* 

Upon returning home, I picked up our 
copy of The Official Record of the Oklahoma 
City Bombing , and I was amazed at how 
beautifully you portrayed the victims while 
still giving us the facts. For these reasons, I 
have ordered another copy of the edition for 
my mother* 1 hope that someday she will be 
able to visit in person and feel ail of die emo- 
tion for herself 

You have done a wonderful service to the 
city of Oklahoma City, Congratulations. 

Anita Kraft 
SAN ANTONfO, TEXAS 

More White Space, Please 

! hope you will return to die old formar 
of articles of interest to us older Okla- 
homans, Less advertising and colored 
backgrounds of print — too hard to read. 1 
began subscribing back in 1976. Please do 
an article on my city of birth — Sapulpa. 

Thelma A. Brittain 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS, VIRGINIA 

So Much More 

A recent letter stated that you were set- 
ting the bar too high for Oklahoma Today . 
1 disagree. In my opinion, Oklahoma Today 
enables the reader to grow intellectually, 
spiritually, emotionally, and physically. 


Thank you for keeping our readers updated 
from Black Mesa in the Panhandle to the 
Broken Bow area* 

As a subscriber for many years, the 
consistent versatility of your magazines 
content has impressed our relatives from 
Alaska, California, New' York, Massachu- 
setts, and New Hampshire, 

Our average Oklahoma farming family 
grew r up in the Enid area with our four 
children attending Oklahoma colleges and 
universities. They learned to appreciate rhe 
arts, from Willie Nelson to Mozart. 

The magazine is changing the image of 
Oklahoma using your contributors* and 
staff’s ralenrs* And the twenty-two writers 
in “45 Places Every Oklahoman Should 
Visit” (July/August 2002) — their many 
awards exemplify more than pursuing 
just a hobby. When an Oklahoman wins a 
contest, weVe all winners* 

The last edition of Oklahoma Today has 
seventy- two pages of places to go and things 
to do. Our state has much to be proud of! 
We should remember that our Oklahoma 
cups should be half foil and not half empty* 
The choice is ours, 

Ann Shreve 
ENID 

Found Out 

The forty-sixth place that l would recom- 
mend every Oklahoman should visit would 
be my home neighborhood, the Founders’ 
Place Historical District in Muskogee. This 
neighborhood contains some of the oldest 
homes in the state and has been the home 
of some of the most influential Oklaho- 
mans, It is a political neighborhood, being 
at one time or another the home to a prin- 


cipal chief, Oklahoma governor, United 
States senator. United States congressman, 
the current Oklahoma attorney general, 
two current state legislators, and dozens of 
M us kogee s fo u n d i n g fam i 1 i es , 

Founders’ Place boasts two “governors 
mansions” built by men who fully intended 
to become Oklahoma’s first governor, with 
Muskogee serving as the stares capital. 
Three historic homes in the neighborhood 
now are charming bed and breakfast inns, 
and Founder s Place has nine homes on the 
historic register. Its tree-shaded streets, 
WPA-built brick sidewalks, and eclectic ar- 
chitectural styles make it one of Muskogee s 
most interesting, albeit best-kept, secrets* 
Jonito Mullins 
MUSKOGEE 

Author Dale Moses } who wrote u Old 
School" in the special Education issue 
(page 72), died just days after the issue 
was mailed to subscribers * According to 
his obituary in the Daily Oklahoman, 

“ He recently accomplished one of his life's 
goals — the Septcm her! October 2002 issue 
o/Oklahoma Today contains a memoir 
based on his childhood in rural Okla- 
homa, " The editorial staff was very fond of 
Mr. Moses, and we send our condolences to 
his family and many friends , 

Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers, Letters are subject to editing 
and must Include name, address, and a 
daytime phone number. Send letters to: 
Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 
53384, Oklahoma City, OK 73 152, or 
fax to (405) 522-4588. Address elec- 
tronic mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 



WHERE ARE YOU? 


AN OKLAHOMA TODAY CONTEST 

This old downtown building is located in o town known 
for its yearly horse event (we can't say precisely which kind), 
where the participants have plenty of free time for ropin'. Carl 
Albert was barn nearby and a two-time governor first heard 
the song "Oklahoma!" when he was a teenager there. An an- 
nual Memorial Day Festival celebrates the rich heritage of the 
folks who made their way to the town during the coalmining 
era. Mail entries to Oklahoma Today , Attention: "Where 
Are You?" P.O. Box 53384, Oklahoma City, OK 73152, or 
editor ial@oklahomatoday, com. Entries must be received by 
November 1 8, 2002. Three winners will be drawn from all 
correct entries and will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt, 
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MARKETPLACE 


"The artist must create a spark before he can make a fire.” — Auguste Rodin 


STEEL MAGNOLIAS 


At Garden Deva in 
Tulsa, Lisa Regan 
fashions metal 
magic perfect for 
the holidays. 


By Steffie Corcoran 





A The Sound of Music 

Customers have been scrabbling up Garden Deva 
wind chimes since Lisa Regan made the first one called 
“Three Kids" several years ago. Office manager Pat 
Sawyer says ihe chimes are intended primarily for visu- 
al appeal, but they make beautiful music, too. “People 
treat them as pieces of art," she says. “They are pieces 
of art." Chimes measure approximately two feet, top to 
bottom, and are adorned with moons, stars, beads, and 
Regan’s ubiquitous swirls. Together wind chimes, $40. 
Also available in Cat, Dog, and Mermaid, 


*4 Gothic Lite 

One of Garden Deva’s best- 
named and most versatile 
products is the Girlgoyle. 
Mounted solo to a wall or in 
the company of her sisters, 
rhe Girlgoyle is, according 
to the Garden Deva Group, 
a hanger of things — hats, 
umbrellas, towels, plants, 
and, in the hands of the 


creative decorator, curtains 
or window treatments. 

If requested, Regan will 
make Boygoyles. $25. 


^The Truth About 
Cats and Dogs 

Lisa Regans customers love 
their animals. Garden Deva 
dog and cat merchandise 
fetches brisk sales in virtu- 
ally every item. This large 
sculpture stars a happy car 
with an unlikely bird on 
his back. $65, Smaller kitty 
and puppy versions are 
available for $45- 
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Signs of Life ► 

A successful artisr and 
businesswoman, Lisa 
Regan finds herself yearn 
ing for simplicity and 
community. Her newest 
products. Signs, reflect 
those sensibilities. Small 
beaded pieces designed tc 
hang as useful reminders, 
Signs include one-word 
or phrased wisdom like 
Breathe, Trust, and Fol- 
low Your Dreams. Make 
Your Heart Bigger, $35* 


I Do Wop ► , 

Ideal on the tree or as 
stocking sniffers, Do Wops 
are among Garden Devas 
most popular and affordable 
products. Do Wops are hung 
from waxed polyester string 
and decorated with beads and 
a hanging '"dirty." SI 2 each. 


Growth Spurt ▼ 

Piercing flower beds or pots, 
Garden Deva stakes give 
any growing thing verti- 
cal style. Regan cuts these 
one-of-a-kind poles in three 
sizes and a number of de- 
signs. Three- foot Chesh ire- 
grinning Garden Cat pole, 
$23; foot-and-a-half Dog 
and Heart poles, $15, 


Fire Works ▼ 

Featuring jubilant dancers, Garden Devas can del a bras hold 
two, three, five, or eight tapers (nine-candle menorahs are 
also available for $ 1 25) and start at $45, In brushed steel 
holders, Three-Candle Friends with heart. 


with copper 
moon, and star cutouts, $60, 


O' Christmas Tree A 

In the evolution of Garden 
Deva, a steel tree was 
Regans original creation, 

" The Christmas trees have 
been big, big sellers,” says 
Pat Sawyer. Sold in one- 
foot ($20), two-foot ($35), 

three- foot ($60), four- foot 

($95), and five-foot ($125) 
sizes, the trees have inspired 
other holiday-influenced 
sculptures including Snow- 
man, Reindeer, and Elves. 
$20 each. 


<4 Shiny Happy 
People 

Garden Deva sculptures are 
broad showcases for Lisa 
Regan's talents, From table- 
top to nearly life-sized, these 
pieces capture virtually every 
whimsical fantasy Regan 
thinks up. Cool names like 
Wind in Skirt and Juan Who 
Adores the Moon plus an 
enchanting vibe make these 
larger pieces must-haves for 
in and outdoor decor, $35 to 
$210. Love sculpture, $60, 


GARDEN DEVA: WHERE M-E-T-A-l SPELLS ART 

W J was always around sparks/ says artist Lisa Regan. After experimenting 
with ceramics but finding day too fragile, Regan , plasma blowtorch in hand, 
tried scrap metal. Countless pieces later. Garden Deva was founded in Tulsa 
in 1994. 

Garden Devas upbeat, in door /outdoor creations ("deva* is Sanskrit 
for "happy spirit*) start from recycled steel sheets on which Regan draws 
designs with soapstone. 'Then I put on my goggles and leather gloves and 
start cuffing/' she says, later, pieces are welded and finished. 

Customers look far the trademark swirls and other cut-out elements. Because 
of the medium used and Regan's endless whirm, each unique, hand -cut piece 
has a slightly different patina and look from the next, and the product line 
evolves constantly. 

Garden Deva , 120 1 East Third Street in Tulsa. (918} 592-3382 or 
gardendevo.com , 


i } 


MARKETPLACE 




Looking for a change in your holiday routine? 
Let us help serve up a change this holiday 
season with "Pork, The Other White Meat." 

Find the recipe for this rack of pork with parsley 
crumbs and more than 1 ,000 other recipe 
ideas visit www.otherwhitemeat.com. 



OKLAHOMA^ COUNCIL 
1 -888-SAY PORK • www.okpork.org 


M' l nt L.H VNeiVi.ftf jlj i-5 .« F THEAfcEFflGAN 


Ballots are I he rightful and peaceful successors to bullets. —Abraham Lincoln 


N o ve m 




s 



Kissing babies and 
shaking hands: 

This weekend 
is gubernatorial 
candidates Gory 
Richardson, Steve 
Largent, and Brad 
Henry* s bst chance 
to canvass the slate. 


At ihe Tulsa Arls & 
Crafts Fall Festival 
today, you'll 
encounter many 
Oklahoma artists, 
including Cherokee 
painters Bill and 
Traci £ abbrf of Fryor. 


Groovy! The Fred 
Jones Jr. Museum 
in Mormon is tak- 
ing a trip back in 
lime with its latest 
exhibilion, Art of the 
Sixths Expect lo see 
Warhols, Stellas, 
and a thing or two 
by Jasper Johns. 


Performer Jason 
Petty pays tribute to 
(he father of country 
music, Honk Wik 
liams, in Honk & My 
Honky Tonk Heroes, 
At (he N5U Center 
for the Performing 
Arts in Tahlequah, 
7:30 p.m. 


Make your vote 
count: it's time to 
pick a new governor 
and fill olher impor- 
tant elected offices. 
Polls are open from 
7 o.m. to 7 p.m. 


What could be 
better on a cool 
aulumn evening than 
snuggling up with a 
good book in front 
of o blazing fire- 
place — away from 
home? Try Norman's 
Montford Inn, where 
comfort is Mo. 1 . 


Caleb Ihe live 
version of Heaven 
Can Wail tonight 
in Yukon, when the 
Stage Door theater 
raises the curtain on 
its production of the 
1 943 classic and 
1 978 remake. 


Gospel greal Bill 
Gaither's Homecom- 
ing tour mokes an 
appearance oi the 
Ford Center in Okla 
homo Gly. Show 
star I s at 6 p.m, and 
tickets cost $29.50 
and $19.50. 


John Taylor's Laid 
Back Pickin' gels 
this Final day of the 
Beavers Bend Folk 
Festival and Craft 
Show under way. 
Performances begin 
cl 10 o.m. and 
conclude in the iote 
afternoon. 


If you have ihe day 
off on Veteran's Day, 
use Ihe Free time 
honorably: Attend 
ihe Veteran's Day 
Parade in Tulsa, larg- 
est in ihe stole with 
more than a hundred 
entries. 


Buffy and Joe meet 
Saint Nick. At Joe's 
Clothes in Still 
water or at a 
nearby mall, ■ 
pick up hofp- ■ 
day-spirited M 
merchandise 
sure to pul a little 
jingle in your step, 


Julia Stiles rocks out 
lo their CD. Tonighl, 
you con hear New 
York City phenoms 
the Strokes in con- 
cert at 8 p.m. at ihe 
Coco-Cola Bricklown 
Event Center in 
Oklahoma City. 
Tickets, $25. 


If sessions like 
"Low-Till Vegetables 
Production" plant a 
seed, visit the Future 
Farms 2002 confer- 
ence, "A Supermar- 
kel of Ideas, " at the 
Marriott Conference 
Center in Norman. 


Road trip to C lore- 
more far Christmas 
at the Belvidere. The 
1 907 Victorian man- 
sion is dudded up 
with yule flavor, fall 
Ireals for visitors, and 
decoraled Irees in 
every room. Through 
December 8. 


Something different 
on a Sunday after- 
noon: the Boore s 
Heade Feost at ihe 
Castle of Muskogee, 
King Henry VIII is on 
tap lo make the meal 
historically fun Res- 
ervations needed 


Mickey Mouse turns 
74 today! Find some 
Mickey merchandise 
ol the Disney Store 
at Woodland Hills 
Mall in Tulsa or 
Quail Springs Mall 
in Oklahoma City. 


Score a touchdown 
by remembering 
the blue-eyed 
quarterback from 
Henryetta on his 
birthday. Former 
Dallas Cowboys' 
star Tray A f km on 
turns 35, 


Don 'l horse around 
ond miss the last 
day of the American 
Quarter Horse Show 
at the Oklahoma 
Stole Fairgrounds 
in Oklahoma City, 
Before ihe show, 
browse the booths of 
the 160 vendors. 


Grab some grub 
and your Dutch oven 
and head to Lake 
Th underbird Stole 
Park for the Ad- 
vanced Dutch Oven 
Cooking workshop. 
Be ready for show- 
an d-lel I — everyon e 
shares a recipe. 


Can't afford a trip 
down south? Then 
jaunl to Norman 
for the collection of 
Mexican masks on 
hand ol the Sam 
Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Nolural 
History, Through 
February 8. 


Man's best friend 
goes exolic at the 
Pauls Valley Holding 
Facility. Slay in your 
car and gel a peek at 
ihe wild horses and 
burros on bond, or 
hop out and talk with 
a wrangler, Free. 


Say "mere/," 

J1 graaas , " ir danke , " 
or just plain "thanks* 
on this. Thanksgiving 
Day. Gather 'round 
ihe table with the 
folks you love, and 
be grateful for all 
you have, 


Though it's not 
officially ihe biggest 
shopping day of ihe 
year, it's certainly 
the most well known. 
Work off those talo 
ries from yesterday 
with on extra walk 
around the moll. 


Keel em in. 
November is the 
first of the five-month 
troul fishing season. 
Visit Turner Falls in 
Davis to catch the 
big ones. The park is 
open daily through 
March. 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY i THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
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You’ve decided you’d like some money 
for the sunny days, too. 



\ 



UMB Trust & Wealth Management has a team of professionals 
that will help you prepare for any need the future j^ight bring. 
We'll actively manage your finances to help ensure that’any roacl 
can be yours. Call one of our professionals today. 

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT • INVESTMENT CONSULTING 

401(k) & IRA INVESTMENTS 


the Scout will si tow yoi i thi Way 


405 - 239-5800 


umb.cofti 


UMB' is a registered service mark of UMB Financial Corporation. 


Perhaps the best Yuletide decoration is being wreathed in smiles. — Unknown 


DecemberTrimmings 



SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


Starf the season off 
right with 1 2,000 
people from four 
states as Miss Okla- 
homa 2002, Casey 
Preslar, marshals Ida- 
bel's "City of Lights" 
Christmas Parade 
7-9 p.m. Free. 


Wander through 
the past in a two- 
horse open sleigh. 
Downtown Edmond's 
Dickens Holiday Open 
House offers you a 
chance to romance the 
one you love, 1 800s- 
style. 1-5 p.m. Free 


15 

Jump on the Christ- 
mas bandwagon 
during Woolaroc 
Wonderland. Eat, 
drink, and be merry 
while touring the 
ranch and enjoying 
the holiday festivities. 
5-8 p.m. Adults, $5. 


Today, the Most 
Boring Celebri- 
ties of the Year 
will be posted on 
boringinstitute.com. 
Log on for celebrity- 
style yawns and be 
glad you're just 
regular folk. 


10 

Talk about tree 
trimmers. Spend the 
day admiring the 
Christmas ornaments 
at the Santa Fe Depot 
Museum in Shawnee. 
Hundreds will be on 
display. Open daily, 
except Sunday. Free. 


16 

Attention, holiday 
shoppersl Participate 
in a not-so-random 
act of kindness, the 
Salvation Army's 
jVfopkm^ Angel 
Program at 
Woodland Hills 
Moll in Tulsa. 

Through the 24ih 


22 

Now that it's official- 
ly winter, consider 
indulging in holiday 
tradition. Pour some 
eggnog and settle 
in with the classics: 
White Christmas, 

It's a Wonderful Life, 
and Miracle on 34th 
Street. 


23 

Ponca City's Festival 
of Angels transforms 
the city into a glow- 
ing and twinkling 
sight. The heavenly 
illuminations will A 
be around until 
the 3 1 st. m 




◄ 31 

Fireworks, festivities, 
and fizzy drinks. 
Celebrate the com- 
ing of a new year 
at Opening Night 
2003 in downtown 
Oklahoma City. 

7 p.m. to midnight. 


Holiday high kicks: 
The Oklahoma City 
Philharmonic and 
OCU's American 
Spirit Dance 
Company present 
Yuletide Magic at 
the Civic Center in 
downtown OKC. 
Through Saturday. 


li ► 

Bread winner: 
Celebrate singer, 
songwriter, and 
native Tulsan David 
Gates' birthday as 
he turns 62 today. 


24 

The countdown is 
almost over — Santa's 
headed to the 
Sooner State! 


18 

Make a "pitt" stop at 
Blockbuster and cel- 
ebrate Shawnee na- 
tive Brad Pitt's 39th 
birthday with his 
1 99 1 breakout role 
in Thelma and Louise 
as a cowboy hoftie 
from Oklahoma. 


25 ► 

Whether out of state 
or right here at home, 
enjoy your holiday 
and spend the time 
with loved ones. 

Merry Christmas! Q 


Celebrate the season 
Sooner-style with 
music, mirth, and the 
lighting of the state's 
official Christmas tree 
at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol Holiday Cel- 
ebration. 5:30 p.m. 


19 

Round up the fam- 
ily for a Cowboy 
Christmas Lights four 
of Sipokni West in 
Reagan, "Where the 
Old West Comes 
Alive." Free coffee 
and hot chocolate. 
Dusk to 9 p.m. 


Want to give your 
friends something 
homemade but 
running out of time? 
Check out the Atoka 
County Arts and 
Crofts Festival today 
and tomorrow. 


13 

Waltz your way 
to lessons by the 
Ballroom Dance 
Club of Oklahoma 
City. Admission is 
$6 and includes a 
lesson and extra 
dance time to get 
your groove on. 


20 

Revamp your house 
by purchasing a 
painting or sculpture 
from Norman's 
Firehouse Art Center 
Holiday Gift Gallery. 
The gallery also fea- 
tures pottery, stained 
glass, and jewelry. 
Through the 29lh 


27 

Today is the second 
day of Kwanzaa, 
the black cultural 
celebration of the 
holiday season. The 
week-long tradition 
recognizes seven 
guideposl principles 
and emphasizes the 
unity of family. 


Today is National 
Pearl Harbor Re- 
membrance Day. On 
this day in 194), 
the USS Oklahoma 
capsized in the 
harbor's shallow 
waters after taking 
several Japanese 
torpedo hits. 


14 

Open your heart to 
the Land of Toys. 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center presents The 
Nutcracker choreo- 
graphed by Tulsans 
Moscelyne Larkin 
and Roman Jasinski. 
Shows at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. 


21 

Take a Winter Sol- 
stice Walk around 
the prehistoric Spiro 
Mounds, where early 
Native Americans 
lined the mounds 
against the sunsets of 
the solstices ond 
equinoxes. 


28 

It's bingo's birthday 
month. Celebrate 
with a visit to the 
Chickasaw Nation's 
Gaming Center in 
Newcastle Open 
7 days a week, 24 
hours a day. 
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/ ) November 14-17 

“All I Really Need to Know I Learned 
In Kindergarten” 

Ponca Playhouse Production 

2 ) November 27 

Christmas Tree Lighting & Caroling 
Downtown Ponca City 

3) December*? 

Holiday Parade 

Downtown Ponca City j 

4 ) December J j 

Historical Home Tour / 

Ponca City / 

Christmas Gala / J 

Marland Mansion J 

5 ) December 5-27 J 

Christmas Tree Collage 
Ponca City Art Center 

6) December 15 I 

Tony Orlando in Concert 
Poncan Theatre 




stival of Ange 

A Holiday Light 
Extravaganza in 
Ponca City 


Also visit one of our 
mantj other attractions 

- Marland’s Grand Home 

- Marland Mansion & Estate 


Pioneer Woman Statue & Museum 


Poncan Theatre 


Standing Bear Native American Park 
Lake Ponca 


Call for a FREE Visitor’s Guide I -866-763-8092/580-763-8092 
or visit our web site: www.poncacitytourism.com 


THERANGE 


Western Holiday 

STATESIDE STYLE FOR THE HOLIDAY SHOPPER 


W ORRIED ABOUT YOUR 40t{K)> ROLLING IN THE DOUGH? FOR YOUNG AND OLD, FAT- 
walleted or strictly budgeted, the perfect Oklahoma-made holiday gift is within reach. At Oklahoma 
Today, we find that some of the best places to locate Sooner-made arts and crafts are locally owned boutiques 
and museum stores, places like Keepsake Candles in Bartlesville and the Gilcrease Museum Shop in Tulsa, But 
don’t forget to simply ask your friends and neighbors, the local chamber of commerce, or the merchant down 
the street. Chances are, the best gifts reflecting your native state are right around the corner. From high-priced 
western gear to affordable state memorabilia, these Oklahoma- in spired items have lifetime appeal. 

— Louisa MeCune 




COWGIRLS, TO BOOT 

Guthrie boot maker &$£ Somll made these pin-up cowgirl hoots 
from ostrich and kangaroo hide. The wait list for Sorrell Custom 
Boots averages tudvc months, so sign up mm $3 J 75 for the pair 


HORSE SENSE 

Artist Harold Holden of Kremlin is known for his western, 
Remington-like bronzes. This desk-size sculpture* Heir Ap- 
parent, is sold by Dodson Galleries in Oklahoma City $400. 



HISTORICAL CHANGE 

Available through the Oklahoma Centennial Commission, cen- 
tennial coins come in file styles and several prices ($5 to $1 (X)) 
and feature the neiv capital dome ami The Guardian, 



SITTING PRETTY 
This rustic barstool made ley Tulsa artisan Bill Baker, is carved 
from solid oak and features a cowhide seat. Available at the Na- 
tional Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum store, $1,000, 





RECOMMEND 


♦ Purchasing the dome -inspired 
2002 state ornament at the 
Governor's Mansion gift shop, 
State Capitol kiosk, and Mathis 
Brothers Stores 

♦ Jumping into a big pile of 
Oklahoma autumn leaves 

♦ A stop by North Pole City in 
south Oklahoma City, a stocked 
fo-the- ceiling Christmas store 
♦ Sharing with those who 
don't have as much — pick 
a reputable charity like 
Habitat for Humanity and 
give from your heart 


Cookie Bouquet also offers arrangements for occasions from bar 
mitzvahs to over-the-hilL Catalogs available upon request. In Moore , 
(405) 794-7994: Oklahoma City, (405) 848-7174; and Tulsa, 
(918) 622-0708. iOokiebouquet.com. 


Hot Bots 

The Flaming Lips Strike Again 

Oklahoma City's Flaming Lips are famous 
□round the globe. With an unusual charisma and 
musical approach, the trio has sold out concert 
halls in Japan and Europe and is hailed by the 
mainstream music press as one of Hie industry's most 
influential bands. 

For the past two decades, the Ups' members—frontman Wayne Coyne, Michael 
Ivins, and Steven Drozd“have lived dual lives as international music stars and 
Oklahoma City average Joes. Coyne finds comfort in the band's niche, which 
provides the resources to develop far-out visions that strangely hit home. 

The Lips' latest release, Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots {Warner Brothers, 
2002), offers the perfect opportunity to get better acquainted. Yoshimi merges 
globo(“and interstellar— influences into a mock opera about a strong-willed 
fictional heroine who tries to save the universe. A robot designed to destroy her 
develops emotions and eventually turns the destructive powers on itself, sparing 
Yoshimi from harm. Standout tracks include the first single, a simple acoustic 
guitar with chorus catted "Do You Realize?," and "It's Summertime/ o musical 
sympathy card to a grief-stricken friend, — Jerry Church 


Sweets in Bloom 


Want to share hot i day goodies without logging hours and hours 
in rhe kitchen? More than your average blossoms* Plano* Texas- 
based Cookie Bouquet offers a variety of holiday arrangements 
for the special people in your life. Seasonal selections range from 
Kwanzaa to Disney-inspired Christmas bouquets with sugar and 
cinnamon-brown sugar cookies. Three Oklahoma locations bake 
up special treats available for pickup or delivery. For $57.79, deliv- 
ered, a seven-cookie holiday gift will make you one smart cookie. 

—Brooke Detnetz 


Poetic Pokes 

ROUNDIN' UP COWBOY POETRY 

Heres a perfect holiday gift idea for fans of the Wild West, hi The Big Roundup (New 
West Library* 200 1 , $2 1 .95), editor Margo Metegrano has wrangled up some of the best 
classic and contemporary cowboy poetry on subjects from cowgirl life to bull riding. 
Included among the 146 poems inside are several written by seven Oklahoma authors* 
including Debra Coppinger Hill of Chelsea and Jay Snider of Cyril. The book recently 
won the Academy of Western Artists Buck Ramsey Award for Best Poetry Book and the 
Will Rogers Medallion Award for preserving western cul ture. Catchy titles like U I Seen 
John Wayne” and “Shelled Her Hearts to Tumbleweeds” keep the pages turning. The 
book also features an index of events* organizations, and cowboy- friendly publications. 

—Brooke Demetz 

The Big Roundup can be purchased on cowboypoetry.com or at a bookstore near you. 
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O klahoma’s restored 
shopping districts. 
You can expect to 
find the unique, one-of-a- 
kind item that makes just 
the right gift. And, to top it 
off, you will find the atmos- 
phere that invites you to 
return again and again, 


Sulphur; Oklahomal 


&Xf yerience the 


tn/yueness 


Sulphur Main Street, Inc. 

Sulphur Chamber of Commerce 


* 


71 7 W Broadway 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
sulpbtt r@ brigf \ t ok .nci 


bfirrj wrivw^ulph uroklxcom 


To see you at Merry, Merry 
Main Street — refresh i merits , 
shopping, family fun, Nov* 25- 
Or, Cliristinas Parade/Coiiimunity 
Chorale, Dec. 7 . Or Best little 
Christmas Pageant, Dec. 19 22. 

And, in between, to find that 
perfect gift at our myriad of 7 bou- 
tique, antique and specialty stores. 


The Oklahoma Main Street Center at 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce assists participating com- 
munities in the process of revitalizing 
the historic core areas of Oklahoma 
downtowns and urban districts. To 
learn more call 000/079-6552* ext 1 71, 


For more information, 
contact the 

Ardmore Main 
Street Authority. 
580-226-MAIN 


www.ardmore 

niainstreet.com 


Discover the Uncommon... 
Downtown Okmulgee! 


F ew cities in America can match the 
historic legacy, diversity, and unique 
atmosphere of Sulphur, Oklahoma* As 
die gateway to the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area, outdoor fun is always 
on rap in the Arbucklc Region* ycr 
nothing marches Sulphurs charming 
vintage Main Street, offering a historic 
srn a 1 1 -tow n expe r ie rice . 


Take a fall trip to Okmulgee, chosen as one 
of the top 5 Great American Main Street Cities 
in 2002 , and discover an uncommonly good 
blend of beautiful architecture, history, and 
Norman Rock well-style charm! 

Unique Gift and Specially Stores 
Quaint Eateries 4 Antiques 
Creek Council House Museum 
Festivals* Events and Tours 
Throughout the Year 


Visit Historic 
Downtown Sapulpa 

whmwfhavf more than just 
"One Way ' 1 to share out Holiday Spirit 

Downtown Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
Christmas Parade of Lights 
Extended Shopping Hours * Holiday Open House 
Jingle Bell Sweepstakes 
Personal service for the unique Holiday shopper 




5»V«* 




SAPULPA • MAIN • STREET 


1 01 L DfWEY I SAPULPA. OK 74066 
918-224-5703 / FAX: 9 1 8-224-0172 / STFLEAK@A0t.C0M 


‘ML 

r i ■ jn 

tT 


View' history in the making in a multi* 
cultural setting, from country music at 
the ever famous Oklahoma Opry, to 
authentic Mexican food. Visitors find 
many international treats and prod 
ucts. Rnjoy live entertainment, food 
and lun at the annual RrimaveraFest 


For more ntjlcr motion.- 

Okmulgee Main Street Inc, G Okmulgee Tourism Progjam 
2 g 8 W. 6th Sireet / Okmulgee. OK Ml 1 

tcumkmul$ee, com 


IHTOL HILL MAIN STREET 
312 W COMMERCE 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 71lO<> 
40 5/632-0 13 3 










THERANGE Now you're ready for the actual shopping. Your goal should be to get it over with as quickly as possible 

— Dave Barry 


O' Come, All Ye Faithful 



You Better Not Shout 

It can be shocking: par- 
ties, gifts to buy, baking 
and cooking and clean- 
ing and decorating and 
tree-trimming. Keeping 
the joy of the holidays 
alive can take a lot out 
of you. Whatever makes 
our holiday bright, have 
n and be merry. And re- 
member, peace on earth, 
goodwill to men. 


E 


'Twas the Night Before 
Christmas 

Time is of the essence: 
Last year, 35 percent of 
consumers finished their 
holiday shopping the 
week before Christmas, 
22 percent the day before. 
A keyless entry for your 
vehicle can save seconds 
and keep hands free for 
packages during transport. 

Home for the Holidays 

A wealth of Oklahoma 
businesses offer great 
gifts all year long. 
Whether Petty's or Joe's 
Clothes, let your holiday 
purchases support an 
Oklahoma business. 
Some retailers, including 
Harold's and Painted 
Door, offer refreshments 
to the fatigued sojourner. 

Deck the Halls 

Nothing defines "easy" 
like custom gift-wrapping 
right in the store. Let the 
proslike Route 66 in Okla- 
homa City, Miss Jackson's 
in Tulsa, and Ambiance 
Gifts in Edmond take care 
of making presents 
look good. Con- ^ 
gratulations — you've 
knocked out two 
steps in one. 


T he average American family will spend nearly $500 

on Christmas gifts, and Oklahomans arc no exception. But he 
prepared: The four- week stretch between the Friday after Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Eve marks the years most intense purchasing period. 
Though some avoid the crowds, the malls, and the hysteria by shopping 
online in their PJs, to really get into the holiday spirit, its necessary to gear 
up and get out. Its the most wonderful time of the year! 

— Steffie Corcoran 




Silver Bells 

Even the most frugal 
Christmas shopper 
faces the payment di- 
lemma. Whether green, 
paper, or plastic is your 
preferred method, be 
sure to have it on hand 
as you contribute to the 
GNP and the Okla- 
homa economy. 

All I Want 

The sad truth is, not 
every gift is the perfect 
gift. The courteous thing 
to do is save receipts 
and let recipients know 
that they should feel free 
to ask for them. 


arel 

ristmas 


Our Gay Appc 

For die-hard Chri 
shoppers, it's all about 
the look. Here, Kelley 
Bryan of Tulsa models 
Santa Claus earrings, 
reindeer socks, a claret 
coat, and an embroi- 
dered sweater — all 
from her personal 
wardrobe. One thing 
dedicated shoppers 
should never compro- 
mise on, however, is 
comfortable shoes. 


Let It Snow! 

Shoppers may have 
to battle the changing 
Oklahoma elements to 
get the last few pack- 
ages tucked under the 
tree. Rather than worry 
about flakes and a 
six-degree wind chill, 
dress the part with 
warm outerwear. 
Layers — which 
can be slung 
over a shoul- 
der if tem- 
peratures 
rise — are a 
good idea. 
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***** 


'Tis the season for 
tiolid ay displays 
In dazzling lights, 

with Santas and sleighs. 
Soldiers and snowmen, 
angels find wreaths, 
Red-nosed reindeer 

ci 1 1 cl Christmas T rees. 
Lights liy the millions 
what a wonderfu I 
Come st^e for yourself fit* 


Be scire to visit the holiday lights displays in these cities 


Ada 

(580) 436-6300 

Kingfisher 

(405) 175-4403 

Altus 

{;8o) 481-2263 

Langley 

(918) 782-3214 

Ardmore 

(580) 223-7765 

Lawton 

(800) 872-4540 

Bartlesville 

(918) 333-0089 

McAlester 

(918) 420-3976 

Bethany 

(405) 789-6711 

Midwest City 

(405) 759-1291 

Broken Arrow 

(918) 251-1518 

Muskogee 

(888) 687-6137 

Broken Arrow 

(918) 258-1588 

Oklahoma City 

(405) 602-6664 

Chickasha 

(405) 224-9627 

Oklahoma City OGfiE (405) 297-3995 

Claremore 

(918) 341-8688 

Okmulgee 

(918) 758-1015 

Elk City 

(580) 225-0207 

Ponca City 

(866) 763-8092 

Grove 

(918) 786-9079 

Woodward 

(800) 364-5352 

Guthrie 

(405) 282-1947 

Yukon 

(405) 354-7208 


OKLAHOMA 

fv\i l\ 1 !l I \JC\ 

www.travelok.com 


"Hunting gives us an excuse to enjoy the majesty of nature." 

— Robert Rotfiell, in the Daily Oklahoman 



TH£ AIU'II AC], EXIimi' 


THE MOST 
MAGNIFICENT SHIP 
IN HISTORY. 

A MOST ' 
SPECTACULAR 
DISCOVERY* 


.*■ . NOW.'. 1 ; 

: A MOST 

. 


V UNFORGETTABLE 

; EXPERIENCE. 

, 

'^WITNESS 
' A DRAMATIC • 

• PRESENTATION OF 
HUNDREDS OF • 
.AUTHENTIC ARTIFACTS 

FROM THE'-T ITANIO. 

... .. " ■ 

CALL NOW, 

, (866) 602-SHIP 

P 

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 
THROUGH JULY 6; 2003! 


ClearChannel 


21 00 NE 52nd 5trW 
. Oklahoma City 
w w o nh ni plex! o rg 


THE CALL OF THE WILD 



S HANE JONES HEARD THE CALLING LOUD AND CLEAR. HE KNEW IT HAD 
something to do with his passion for the outdoors, and it persisted from his childhood 
in Harlingen, Texas, into adulthood. When Jimmy Johnson recruited him to play football 
at Oklahoma State University in 1 980, it waited patiently, later trailing him into profes- 
sional sports as a linebacker for the USFLs San Antonio Gunslingers in 1984. Shortly 
thereafter, fate called him into the world of outdoor television. 

President and host ofTulsa-based Wildlife Quest Productions Jones, with the help of his 
production team, edits and scouts locations for the popular NamralGears Wildlife QuestTV 
program. Its the product of a lifelong passion, fueled by dedication and hard work. 

Shane Jones grew up hunting with his father in Texas. Yet it was his involvement in 
professional sports that opened doors to outdoor television. After an injur}', Jones assumed 
a public relations and marketing role with the Gunslingers. One contact led to another, 
and in 1987, he found himself producing his first video, Raging Boars, which ended up the 
number-one hunting video that year. 

Jones eventually made fourteen popular hunting videos before producing Wildlife Quest. First 
appearing on the Outdoor Channel in September 1999, the show quickly became a hit. That 
success attracted the attention of industry giant ESPN, which last year signed Wildlife Quest and 
its host to a three-year contract, 

“They’re great people J says Jones of his ESPN colleagues. “Its a good fit.” 

With his wife Debbie and two sons, he also considers Tulsa a good fit, a wonderful place 
to raise a family, with quality schools and friendly people. 

Despite these benefits, however, producing an outdoor program isn’t always easy. First the res 
the weather, then the wildlife, bodi unpredictable. “We do our best, but we cant fight Mother 
Nature,” he says. 

Still, Wildlife Quest continues to deliver quality programming. The show began airing 
rebroadcasts of its first season in early October. Expect to find Jones pursuing whitetail 
deer in Iowa, wild turkey in Virginia, black bear along the Alaskan coast, and pronghorn 
antelope in New Mexico. 

No longer tempted by dropped balls or errant passes, today it is the honking geese and elusive 
deer that have Jones' attention. Watch him follow his callingeach Wednesday at 9:30 a, m. and 
4:30 p,m. and Saturday at 8 a.m. (C5T) on ESPN 2. 

—John Gifford 
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Among the items on display at the Museum 
of the Red River is this feathered headdress. 


Feather-Work 

Masterpieces 

S outheast ern Oklahoma's 

Museum al the Red River has de- 
veloped a spectacular exhibition with a 
southern feel. On display since Septem- 
ber, the museum is hosting Sunshine and 
Shadow: Arts of the Amazon with more than 
a hundred pieces of ceremonial costumes 
made by the Amazonian peoples. 

These costumes, dning from 1 960 to a few 
years ago, were sewn in honor of marriages, 
births, coming of age, and death ceremonials 
from the feathers of birds like parrots, ma- 
caws, and toucans, says Henry Moy, museum 
director. The exhibit also will display more 
than four hundred pieces of Amazon art 
featuring ceramics, textiles, headdresses, and 
baskets gathered throughout Peru, Brazil, and 
Venezuela in the Amazon Basin, 

“Fewer Indians are making feather work 
for themselves; now the majority is made 
for the market,” says curator Mary Herron 
who, with husband Quintus, were first to 
donate their collection to the museum in 
1978. “This exhibit will hopefully show 
the difference in what they make for them- 
selves and whar they make for the market/’ 
After the exhibit concludes in Janu- 
ary, die art will remain in the museum 
permanently, with select items temporarily 
displayed in the South Hall. 

— Anne Schlessdman 

Sunshine and Shadow: Arts of the 
Amazon is on exhibit through January 19 
at the Museum of the Red River, 8 12 East 
Lincoln Road in IdabeL (580) 286-3616; 
museumofiheredri ver, org. 




WindsorMarket 



Shop, 

Eat, 

Relax .. 

and shop 
some more. 




WindsorMarket 


|§S 

Caf&Royale 


Reservation & Cau-rm^ - 2548686 



Tulsa’s Antique, Art & Interior Design Market 

68(18 S. Memorial, Ste 300, Tulsa, OK 74133 * Open 7 days a week ■ Tele; 9 18.264-9766 





CONVENTION AN 
VISITORS BUREA1 




r 


Dec 


825 E* 2nd St., Ste. 100 I 
Edmond /OK 73034 
Phone: 40*341-4344 
Weffci to : wivwMritcdmot i dok 
'in; u 1 : cuwhi te® vfeit rdn lotldok -c<n 


Come and stay in Edmond this holiday season. 
You're sure to enjoy a city that knows how to 
make special holiday memories you'll treasure 
for years to come. Here is a sample of some of 
the things that make Edmond your place to he: 

Nov, 8 9: Dtxige Prairie Circuit Finals 

Rodeo at the Laiy E Arena, 405/282-RIDE 
s Dec. 8; A Victorian Qathering at the 
7 Arcadian Inn. This annual holiday open 
^ house is a great place to start dreaming of 
Christmas: 405/348-6347 

Dec* 8: Shirley Jones in A Christmas 
Spectacular/ Tickets: 405/974*3375 

Dec, 6 - 8: Dickens Weekend Holiday 
Open House in Dotvnfovm Edmond. 
a colorful event for all ages with costumes, 
entertainment, Father Christmas & more! 

6 - 8: Buys Ranch Town Living 
Christmas Pageant, held at Boys 
Ranch Town, 5100 SE 33 r| . 
This drive- through pageant 
depicts twelve scenes from 
the life of Christ. 


DIGEST 


23 






Since 1925, Pete’s Place of Krebs — 
I Oklahoma’s little Italy, has delighted diners 
with fresh, family-style 
Italian Cuisine served in unselfish portions. 

Come see why Pete’s Place has been an 

Oklahoma landmark for three generations. 




mm 


ESTABLISHED NEBa KRLB 

fiimtf if l/yfr . jf.nfiun r 





Open M-Sat 4pm • Sunday Noon • (918) 423-2042 • Fax (918) 423-7859 





■0 


adam's mauic 

the hotel of tulsa 

An elaborate buffet awaits you at the Adam’s Mark with all 
your favorites plus specialties beyond your imagination. 

*21.95 Adults • *17.95 Seniors • *8.95 Children 5-12 • Under 5 Free 

10:00am - 2:30pm • Complimentary Parking 

Gall 582-9000 for Reservations 


mi attun. U jm 
!*• M*A urgna , 


THE OKT PROFILE 


Dr. James 
Halligan 



Since 1994, James Halligan has served Okla- 
homa State University as president. In May, the 
popuLir Halligan announced that he plans to 
retire as soon as a successor is named. He and 
wife Ann will remain in Stillwater, where they 
will be involved in caryipus projects. 

Q: What are your best and worst habits? 

A: I ride my bike ever)' morning. It clears 
my head and gives me a close-up view of 
projects going on all over the campus. 1 
also learn a lot about what students are 
doing at 7 a.m. My worst habit is Braum’s 
ice cream sundaes. I love them. 

Q: What would you change about yourself? 
A: I would care less about what other 
people think of me. 

Q: What are you reading now? 

A: Patton bv Carlo D’Este. 

Q: What is your favorite saying? 

A: “Go confidently in the direction of your 
dreams. Live the life you have imagined ’ 
by Henry David Thoreau. 

Q: Who inspires you? 

A: My wife Ann. She’s the one who tells 
me to “buck up” when I’m flagging 
and schedules time for us and for my 
family when I’ve been taking work 
too seriously. 

Q: Who is your hero, and why? 

A: Abraham Lincoln. Despite the fact that 
he had no formal higher education, he 
realized the impact of education and 
pushed through the Morrill Act to 
make sure the sons and daughters of 
the working class would have the same 
shot at education as the upper class. 

Q: What do you enjoy in your free time? 

A: Spending time with my eight grandkids, 
who live in Houston, Denver, and Ar- 
lington, Virginia. 
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Q: What do you enjoy about Oklahoma? 
A: The people are real, not phony. 




R.E LINDSEY 


You don'! hove to cook fancy or complicated masterpieces — just good food from fresh ingredients — Julia Child 



Well-Done 

COOL-WEATHER DINING, WARM ATMOSPHERE 


HERE'S SOMETHING ABOUTTHE EAST MONTH OR 
two of the year that necessitates a special balance. The colder 
weather brings about a desire for warmth beyond what central 
heat can provide, and the shorter, busier days make getting dinner 
on the table a little more challenging. What better place to enjoy 
the beauty of this mad season than Fireside Dining, a classic steak 
house ten miles south of Ardmore in rural Lake Murray Village? As 
the name implies, the restaurant offers a warm experience in 
every aspect. 

Fireside Dining has been 
around since 1976 and 
hasn’t changed much 
since owners Gary 
and Jean n i ne Jackson 
bought it in 1981 . 

T he walkway provides a 
little foreshadowing: A curved, 
tree-lined sidewalk leads to a stone 
and cedar building. Inside, the glowing fireplace in the waiting area 
stands next to a solid aspen log column brought from Colorado to 
emphasize Firesides ski lodge ambiance. 

With four dining rooms, the restaurant is well-suited for special 
occasions. The most popular dining area is the glass room, where 
floor-to-ceiling glass panels divided by cedar planks offer a scenic 
treed view. 

Everyone who works at Fireside Dining seems to have absorbed 
the Jacksons warm business approach. According to veteran server 
Connie Sanders, the staff is treated like family, and so are customers. 

“We always strive to meet customers’ expectations. People come 
regularly from fifty' miles away, so we have to meet those expectations,” 
says Gary Jackson. Jackson says personal gratification and enjoyment 

Chef Leola McGee, above left, flames up a T-bone, shown above with 
a baked potato casserole. Above center: Patrons eat in one of the 
four dining rooms, and above right, a cozy entrance and wooded 
surroundings create Fireside's warm environment. Right: A Fireside 
Delight includes chocolate bundt cake, ice cream, and toppings. 




keep him and his wife going in this labor-intensive business (the couple 
also has a lunch restaurant. Cafe Alley, in Ardmore). 

What it really comes down to is the food, and Fireside has that 
down pat. Jackson takes pride in his high-quality ingredients. Every 
table receives a basket of croutons served with an herbal ranch 
dressing. Diners may want to start off their meal with homemade 
French onion soup, the rich classic baked with toasted bread and 
provolone. Every entree comes with an unlimited salad bowl and a 
selection of four homemade salad dressings. 

But the restaurant’s foremost specialty is beef: prime rib au jus 
roasted all day, beef tenderloin, London broil with cajun spices 
and a mushroom topping, and rib eyes, filets, and strips. Grilled 
chicken, pork chops, and seafood are also available. 

Desserts like peanut butter pie and French silk pie are also home- 
made. At Cafe Alley, the talented Leola McGee prepares desserts dur- 
ing the day before she returns to Fireside to ax>k dinner at night. 

Regulars John and Marilyn Kriet have been coming to Fireside 
Dining since it opened. After years of traveling and eating abroad, 
they consider this hometown restaurant their favorite. Marilyn 
explains, “You can dress up or down, and you’ll feel comfortable. 
This is simply the place to go.” 

Though Jackson and staff are accommodating, they 
don’t want to spread themselves too thin. “We 
don’t try to be all things to all people,” he says. 

“We stick to what we know and what we do best 
and do it the best we can.” 

Consistent quality is the name of the game at 
Fireside, and it is not compromised. Sounds like 
the right formula for escaping the hustle and bustle 
of these chilly months. — Suzy Thompson 

Fireside Dining is located across the street 
from Lake Murray State Park , three wiles east 
of Interstate 35 at Exit 24. The restaurant 
is open between 5 and 9:30 p. m. Tuesday 
through Saturday (580) 226-4070. 
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T H E R A N G E 


RED 


DIRT GARDENS 


LAVENDER FIELDS FOREVER 

Purple Power at Lavender Hill Farm 

F or a flavor of sunny France this Christmas, 

wrap up some heavenly fragranced products from 
Lavender Hill Farm to place beneath the tree* Dave and Judy 
Wheelers sixty-acre property nestled among rhe hills of rural 
Wagoner County produces an abundance of the aromatic, 
im press ion is c-hued herb. 

With nothing more than ordinary scissors, the Wheelers 
harvest more than 1 ,700 lavender plants, using the flower 
stalks to create offerings for the season* From thick slabs of 
soap studded with purple flower heads to pungent sachets, 
eac h 1 a ve n d er- i n fo sed gi ft i s h and m ad e a n d u n i q ue, t h e p c r- 
fect size for stuffing stockings. 

For the hard- to- please friend or relative, try a lavender candle with 
a summery scent* Give those on your list living outside Oklahoma 
a homegrown gift like essential oil* wreaths, ora bundle of dried 
lavender. Best of all, every product sells for $20 or less. 

Before the couple began the farm, Judy spent a year research- 
ing lavender/ Two varieties, Hidcote and Grosso, seemed like the 
top candidates to prosper in this unpredictable, humid climate. 




KAW LAKE 

For more information, contact us at 

OfOAHOMA 

NAM AMERICA 

ASSOCIATION 

1-877-671-6985 • www.kawlake.com 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 



Eagle Watch 
at Kaw Lake 


Saturday, January 18, 2003 
For information call 

(580) 762-9494 
or 1-877-671-6985 

E-mail: kawlake@kskc.ner 
www.kawlake.com 


<m 





A Gnmt, 

GhMAt/naA Stop, on f-35f . 

Don't miss the Christmas Memories with 90 animated 

# characters! This is the liugp&t indopr animated 

Christmas display in Oklahoma, Tours will he give n every m 
Sunday in December, Christmas Hvc, and by appointment. 

^ Shop Blackvveli’s Unique Shops 4k Antique MaUl 
Dttmtbrr !4i Christmas Parade 




J 



L 

DAYS INN 





* 


(800) 228-5150 (800)329-7466 (800) 800-8000 

For more information, contact 
the Blackwell CHambcrOf Commerce (580) 363-4195 
or email us at chamberi^Icslcc.fict 
w w w,b! ndewd Id iarn1>er.org 

I I 

* - - ^ 
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The Pont an Theatre 

104 East Grand, Ponca City, OK 

COMING 

ATTRACTIONS 

Abandon 

Nov. 1-9, 2002 

All I really need to know 
I learned in Kindergarten 

Nov. 14-17, 2002 

it’s a Wonderful Life 

Nov. 30 & Dec. 1,2002 

White Christmas 

Dec* 7 & 8, 2002 

Tony Orlando 

Dec, 13, 2002 

Box Office (580) 765-0943 

1pm to 5pm, Mon. - Fri. 

www.pORcantheatre.org 
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located in Stone Bluff in northwestern 
Wagoner County, Lavender Hill Form is o 
picturesque spot, lavender is planted in fur* 
rows, below, to ensure against flooding. 

"I’m fairly certain we re now Oklahoma's 
largest commercial source of lavender,” she 
says of their full-time endeavor. 

To add some violet ro the usual red- 
and-green palette this time of year, give 
gifts of purple sunshine from Lavender 
Hilt Farm. 

— Ami Reeves 

Lavender Hill products are sold at the 
Stone Bluff Cellars Winery gift shop . On 
December 7, catch the Wheelers at Tulsa 



u , ^ f 

L/wV. 


0>c 


ffln the mountains of Southern New 
^Mexico, there’s always time... time to 
enjoy stunning vistas and crisp mountain 
d-i \ air. Time for world class skiing and snowboarding, golf, 
' shopping, casinos, fine dining, theater, galleries, museums 
and special events. If s a place where the aspen leaves turn 
to gold each autumn... where the joy of first tracks in fresh 
powder is just minutes away...where the legend of the old 
West's most famous outlaw lives on! Isn't it lime you discovered what 
you’ve been missing? It’s waiting for you in Kuidoso Right Now! 


1 . 800 . 253.2255 

www.ruidoso.nel 


mm 


Garden Center s Carols and Crumpets 
festival. Lavender Hill Farm is located 
in Stone Bluff, thirty minutes southeast 
of Tulsa. Call ahead. (9 IS) 482-2338; 
lavenderhillfarm, net . 


Painting Sculpture Glass Pri 
nts Watercolor Pastel PhoL g 



raphy Video Painting Sculpt 

G h i s Prints -Wate rcolo r 


ure 


Pasted Phol 


BIG ART 

Traditional, modern and contemporary art. Visit artist ’s 
studios, and 14 galleries. Discover why we are being called the 
“ next Santa Fe”. 


c 


enison, Texas 


For information: Denison Arts Council 313 W. Woodard, Denison, TX 
Phone 901465.1551 Or Email: denisoncoc@texoma.net 
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MICHAEL LE POEB TRENCH 



By Robert Heide and John Gilman 

I T SEEMS TO BE A PROFOUND PATRIOTISM. EVEN RE- 
fore the rousing overture for the new Broadway production 
of Oklahoma ! begins, there is a collective sense of eager- 
ness and outright jubilation in the audience at the George 
Gershwin Theatre. 

Amid the spontaneous dapping of hands and the shouting 
our of "Oklahoma] Oklahoma!” are outbursts of genuine hope 
and even tears of joy, giving testimony that this production 
promises to be not just another show hut an important event 
in Broadway theatrical history. 

Clearly, Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerscems Okla- 
homa! represents the best that is America, and most theater 
historians agree that it is probably the best Broadway musical 
ever written. 

It is an interesting parallel that this brilliantly staged London 
import arrived in New York during wartime: Almost sixty years 
after the original Broadway show opened during. World War II 
on March 31,1 943, at the St. James Theatre, its equally inspired 
revival opened in the aftermath of the September 1 1 attacks, this 
time at the George Gershwin Theatre on March 21, 2002. 

As Richard Rodgers wrote in his 1975 memoir, Musical 
Stages: An Autobiography* "People could come to see Oklaho- 
ma! and derive not only pleasure but a measure of optimism. 
It dealt with pioneers in the Southwest, it showed their spirit 
and the kinds of problems they had to overcome in carving 
out a new state, and it gave citizens an appreciation of the 
hardy stock from which they'd sprung. 



"People said to themselves, in effect, Tf this is what our 
country looked and sounded like at the turn of the century, 
perhaps once the war is over, we can again return to this kind 
of buoyant, optimistic life/* 

The same feeling is evident in the very first song of the 
revival, performed by leading man Patrick Wilson, an Ameri- 
can actor recently out of the Broadway production of The 
Full Monty. Wilson is at once a forthright, sensitive, and 
handsome Curly. As Aunt Eller — played by Andrea Mar- 
tin — churns butter, Curly strides onstage, softly singing: 
There’s a bright golden haze on the meadow; There's a bright 


Shuler Hensley, opposite, plays Jud Fry, and Justin Bohon, 
above middle, takes on the role of Will Parker in the revival* 
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golden haze on the meadow; The corn is as high as an elephants eye; An' 
it looks like its climbin' clear up to the sky [and chen, bursting with 
enthusiasm]; Oh, what a beautiful mom it/; Oh, what a beautiful 
day; I got a beautiful feel in) Every things gain my way. 

This opening song, almost an anthem for optimism, sets the 
tone for the show. The piece follows with Curly offering the young 
Laurey — portrayed byjosefina Gabrielle, reprising her performance 
from the London production in which she played opposite Hugh 
Jackman — a ride in “The Surrey with the Fringe on Top/' The 
shows copper, which erupts in a frenzy of acrobatic dance excite- 
ment, features Will (played by an energetic Justin Bohon) and 
Aunt Eller and die boys chanting about how everything is up to 
date in Kansas City 

Bohon s rollicking double- jump-and-Und-on-your-feet som- 
ersaults may steal the scene, but the star here is Susan Sr roman, 
who won Tony Awards for her choreography and direction of The 
Producers and Tonys for choreography in Contact , Crazy for You. 
and the recent Broadway revival of Showboat, In 1999, Strom an 
also took home a Laurence Olivier Award for her choreography 
for the Royal National Theatre production of Oklahoma!, which 
enjoyed a four- year run before opening in New York. 

Here, i t would appear St roman has taken dance to an energy 
level that does not eclipse but complements the original chorcogra- 

Josef in a Gabrielle has played the role of Laurey on Broadway since 
the musical's premiere on March 21, 2002. The musical took in nearly 
$116 million in the first three days after its official opening. 



1931 


January 26 

Oklahoma native Lynn 
Riggs' 1 pby ten 5m 
IfeteSD pens ihe 
ctirlain fat its sixly-four- 
peitomance ran at the 
Theane Guild in New 
Variedly. 


1942 


July 23 

The life W M Times 
scoop is that Richard 
Rodgers, iorenz Hart, 
and Oscar Hammerstein 
have began working 
on a musical version of 
Gieen 5m the ikes. 


1943 


March 11-13 

Away Hfe 6o premieres 
af the Shubert Theatre, 
New Haven, but sewn 
awny that title goes. 

March 15-27 

A little experimentation 
poys off. At the Colonkil 
Theatre proftjdion, an 
original sang is art and 
second act choral number 
^Oklahoma" is added. It 
Is a huge success. 


1944 1946 


March 31 

Oklahoma! (now ac- 
companied with T to 
pizzazz) smashes the old 
tide and box office to jfs 
Broadway premiere al 
St, James Theatre, 

October 1 5 

Ten million people are 
about to see Okk 
homo! as it begins 
Its tenijnrkHiaff-year 
national tour. 


December 2 

Dettc Records releases 
the first Broadway cast 
recording ever, with aEl 
members of the original 
cast, chorus, and 
orchestra singing loud 
and proud. 


May 2 

Oklahoma! wins a 
specie) Pulitzer Prize 
for drama, one of 
many accolades. 


July 1 

The magic number is 
l H 405 r the number 
of performances that 
pushes Oklahoma! to 
be the longest-running 
Broadway piay to date. 


□edit, the Rodijfiu & Henuiif isteji Ihfiolrt Ubfflry 
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Rodgers and Hammerstein took a ride in the 'Surrey with the Fringe 
on Top' during their visit to Oklahoma City in November 1946. 


phy of Agnes de Mille, and does so in a new and provocative style. 
Working hand in hand with director Trevor Nunn, the pair have 
created a naturalistic, integrated Oklahoma! that has as strong an 
emphasis on character as on song and dance. Never, for instance, 
do the characters step forward to sing ro the audience in a showy, 
artificial way. Instead, they sing to one another, or to themselves 
for that matter, just as characters might speak in a drama. 

Rodgers and Hammers teins original intent of an “integrated” 
musical was that singing and dancing should come forth organically 
from the action, advancing rather than interrupting the narrative. 
This philosophy is an integral and successful aspect of the current 
production. Also well-integrated are the open, airy, revolving sets 
with moving clouds, a blue sky that seems almost real, larger-Lhan- 
Jife cornfields, and wooden shack- 1 ike houses emitting real chimney 


smoke. The period costumes, designed by Anthony Ward, only 
enhance the set’s atmosphere, 

HE ORIGINAL CONCEPT OF OKLAHOMA! WAS BASED ON 
and inspired by Greea Grow the Lilacs — a play by Cl a remote, 
Oklahoma, writer Lynn Riggs — -and was considered a failure when 
produced by the Theatre Guild eleven years before. Composer 
Richard Rodgers and lyricist Oscar Hammerstein believed, how- 
ever, the story would work as a musical and developed a show 
in which the songs would spring naturally out of the dialogue, 
characters, and action. 

Before Oklahoma ! o pened in 1943, the buzz on Broadway had it 
that this folk opera concept could never work in an atmosphere of 
glitzy show biz razzmatazz musicals that were then standard fare on 
the Great White Way. But on opening night, these naysayers were 
proven wrong when the show was heralded by critics and audi- 
ences alike as brilliant and a revelatory breakthrough for Broadway 
musicals. Oklahoma ! thereafter became the standard and model by 
which tuber musicals would be obliged to follow. 

Previous to Oklahoma !, Rodgers had collaborated with the gifted 
lyricist Lorenz Hart, When Hart was initially approached to write 
the lyrics, he was among those who felt a musical based on Green 
Grow the Lilacs would not be successful. But at Sardis Restaurant 
following the opening, he recanted ro his friend Rodgers, “Dick, 
I've never had a better evening in my life!” he said. “ Oklahoma ! 
will still be a ro u 1 1 d twe n ty yea rs fro m n t >w ! n 1 n 1 944, the rn us i ca 1 , 
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originally tided Away We Go % won a Pulitzer Prize and was on its way 
to theatrical legend. 

One of the highlights of Oklahoma! is always Ado Annies *1 
Cain t Say No*" Celeste Holm was the first Annie, succeeded in the 
original production by Shelley Winters, among many others. This 
time around, the girl who can never say no to the cowboys is Jessica 
Boevers, who manipulates suitors Will Parker (Justin Bohon) and 
peddler AH Hakim (Aasif Mandvi) with ingenuity* 

The great love song to come out of Oklahoma! is “People Will Say 
Were in Love” sung by Curly and Laurey in the first act and reprised 
in the second act* This song was the favorite of Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Phillip during their courtship in summer 1947* The 
late Queen Mother saw the London revival in 1998, and in 1999, 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip enjoyed the show and their song 
a second dine around. 

Among the great achievements in this sparkling new Oklahoma! is 
rhe performance given by Shuler Hensley as the dark* brooding Jud 
Fry, who, along with his competitor Curly, falls in love with Laurey. 
Hensley-, who won a 2002Tony for his role, was also given the prestigious 
Olivier Award for his critically acclaimed performance. 



Shirley Jones made her film debut as Laurey apposite Gordon 
MacRae's Curly in the 1955 motion picture version of Oklahoma!* 
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C onsider the case of 
Chris Negelein, a na- 
tive Oklahoman who 
transplanted to the East Coast 
a few years ago. 

Tve discovered that not 
only does almost every 
Americanized citizen know 
our state song/' says 
Negeleln, "but also that most 
people assume the best of 
Oklahomans/ 

Negelein lives in Florida, 
an alluring land of amuse- 
ment parks ond palm trees* 
beaches and sharks, croco- 
diles and hanging chads. 

But residents of the Sunshine 
State can still remember 

FROM 

MUSICAL 
i. MYTH 

words from a song about a 
distant landlocked state. 

The song "Oklahoma!" 
possesses on infectious 
rhythm and compelling 
power many Oklahomans 
have been familiar with since 
childhood* For most of us, 
it bubbled into our psyches 
around kindergarten* when 
we learned to belt it out 
with all the force our small 
diaphragms could muster 
"It will last as long os 
America lasts," says Flor- 
ence Birdwelf the legend- 
ary voice professor at 
Oklahoma City University. 
•It's an irresistible song/' 
Bird well has taught the 
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TUNE EVOLVE 


D INTO THE ART OF AMERICAN AFFIRMATI 



Governors George Nigh and Frank Keating attended the Okla- 
homa! premiere with first ladies Donna Nigh and Cathy Keating. 


musical to students at least 
half a dozen times and often 
makes them read the 
words of the song with- 
out singing it. 

"Songs become so 
ingrained we often 
don't even know 
what they're say- 
ing/' she says. "But 
when you stop 
and think about 
'Oklahoma!/ it's 
pure poetry." 

Kevin 

Hagopian, a 
film historian at Pennsyl- 
vania State University, says the 
song accurately portrays the 
landscape and values of the 
Sooner State — and by exten- 
sion the American West. 

Hagopian likens the lyrical 
art in the musical Oklahoma I 
to American regional is t 
painters tike Thomas Hart 
Benton or Grant Wood and 
to the populist symphonies of 
Aaron Copland or the folk 
poetry of Carl Sandburg — all 
created during the same era. 

"There was something 
about life on the land that 
appealed to artists in that 
particular moment In history/' 
Hagopian says. "It's the world 
of plain speaking versus witti- 
ness, honesty versus irony. It's 
the world of Oklahoma/' 

Eddie Arnold as Will Porker and 
Gloria Graham© as Ado Annie 
in the movie Oklahoma/ 


In many ways, the theme 
of the song "Oklahoma!" still 
contains connections to the ac- 
tual state in ways 
e other citizens 
of other lands 
might not 
comprehend. 

"The song 
represents the 
culture of Ameri- 
can affirmation," 
says Hagopian. "If 
gives us the ideas 
of the American 
West — wide-open 
spaces and neigh- 
bor! in ess — values 
everyone can get behind/' 

It is a story unique to our 
cultural landscape— a piece of 
World War II pop Americana 
that evolved into an indelible 
part of a land's social iconog- 
raphy, an intersection between 
art and identity, Oscar Ham- 
merstein himself once wrote 
a letter to the Fy/sa Tribune , 
exhorting Oklahomans to play 
the song "and sing it loud and 
long and oftenl" 

"It's your state's calling 
card," says Bert Fink, spokes- 
man for the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein Organization in 
New York City, "Oklahomans 
embraced the song from the 
moment the musical opened;" 
he says, "Your state song has 
always had an impact on the 
rest of America/' 

Alt of this would have been 
impossible without the zeal 



and political acumen of a 
fresh-faced politician from 
McAlester in 1 953, a man 
who would become the state's 
lieutenant governor and later 
a twcMerm governor. 

George Nigh remembers 
the first time he heard the song 
while listening to the radio on 
a lazy summer afternoon in 
1 943 , A teenager at the time, 
the only national attention 
Oklahoma had received came 
from the ruinous conditions of 
the Dust Bowl days, portrayed 
in the novel and film. The 
Grapes of Wrath . 

Ten years later, Nigh 
walked into the smoky halls 
of the State Capitol as a 
young legislator. With the 
coming of a devastating 
drought, he says, "the atmo- 
sphere of the state at the time 
was a little down." 

The young lawmaker 
wanted to adopt the musical's 
rousing title song as the new 
state anthem. He introduced 
a resolution in the state house 
and quickly learned one of his 
first political lessons. 

A number of legisla- 
tors stridently opposed the 
resolution, reminding fellow 
lawmakers that Oklahoma 
already had a state song 
called "Oklahoma, a Toast." 

Then one senior lawmaker 
began to sing the original 
anthem as tears poured down 
hts cheeks. The rest of the 
chamber began to sing along. 
Nigh immediately asked for 
consideration of the resolution 
to be postponed. 

That night, the Future gover- 
nor set about staging political 
theater. He arranged for a 
women's choir to arrive at 
the capital the next day and 
called Ridge Bond, a native 
Oklahoma actor and singer 
who played Curly with the 
Oklahoma! touring company 
in 1947 and 1953. Nigh 
convinced Bond to arrive in 
Oklahoma City the next day 
wearing his cowboy costume. 

The next morning, Nigh 
stood up and innocently asked 
that the women's choir be 
recognized for a special per- 


formance, No one objected. 

The choir began singing 
"Oklahoma!/' and Ridge 
Bond strode onto the house 
floor to join in. Nigh had 
packed the gallery with 
friends, and they cheered. 
Legislators began clapping to 
keep time. At the song's end. 
Nigh moved for passage of 
his resolution. 

"It's one of the greatest 
things that ever happened to 
our state," says Nigh. "We 
captured this excitement and 
harnessed if for Oklahoma." 

As critics have long noted, 
the song and the musical 
portray a strong sense of folk 
patriotism, written while the 
nation and world were at war 

As the musical grew in pop- 
ularity, the producers invited 
members of the armed forces 
to attend performances for 
free. Choreographer Agnes 
de Mifte recalled watching as 
soldiers headed for Europe or 
the Pacific stood at the back 
of the theater, weeping openly 
when the title song began. 

In our post-September 1 1 
world, alt of America seems 
to be turning to things like 
Oklahoma f for comfort and 
hope. When the musical 
reopened on Broadway this 
past spring, the performances 
rekindled not only interest in 
our musical past but in our 



A Times Square billboard pro- 
moting Ok ta horn al 


frontier heritage as welt. 

"If that [song] doesn't make 
your pulse race," wrote colum- 
nist George Will the Sunday 
after the opening, "then you 
have no pulse. You're dead. 
Fall down. We, the living, are 
delighted that Oklahoma I 
has been revived. It is our 
greatest musical /' 

— Damon Gardenhire 





WAY L E G E N 


T his is an astounding young woman!" wrote critic 
Burton Rascoe of Celeste Holm, who created a 
sensation as Ado Annie in the first production of 
Oklahoma I in 1 943, Holm, born in New York 
City in April 1919, is proudly an honorary citizen of 
the state of Oklahoma. On September 22, 2002, the 
performer sang a rousing rendition of "I Cain't Say 
No" in front of a packed house at Carnegie Hall. A 
recent interview found writers Heide ond Gilmon talk- 
ing with the still feisty, charming, and active Miss Holm 
in her sumptuous Central Park West apartment about 
her landmark role in Ofcfabomo/. 


Q: Can you tell us how you came to play 
Ado Annie in Oklahoma! in 1943? 

Holm; I had been known around town as a more 
or less serious actress. My first time on Broadway 
was in 1 939 in The Time of Your Life by William 
Saroyan — which won the Pulitzer that year — but when 
I heard about the new Rodgers and Hammerstein musi- 
cal I asked the Theatre Guild if I could audition. I had 
a trained singing voice, but they weren't interested in 
that for Annie, so I told them t could do a loud hog 
call. I got the part. 


Q; How did you prepare for the role? 
Holm: I did not depend on the director. I was 
self motivated, and 1 understood the character. 

She was a tough western gal, and she had a real 
problem— she couldn't say no to men. Her inner 
conflict led to frustration — ‘that's where the humor 
comes from. 1 have seen other actresses play Ado 
Annie who try to play "cute." You can be cute, I 
guess, but you can't play that. That's an appear- 
ance thing. Playing her sexy also doesn't work. 

She likes to have fun but doesn't like to be trapped 
by men, either. It's a character who stops the show 
when played correctly — but not just to get the 
laughs. It has to be inner-directed. 


Q: What do you recoil about playing Ado 
Annie during those World War II years? 
Holm; We did our best to keep the spirits up. 
Oklahoma! was — and it still is — a great morale 
booster. It's about Americans— tough, hardy, and 
yes, determined. Determined to win. 



— Robert Heide & John Gilman 
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The song “Pore Jud Is Daidf’ sung in a duct with Patrick Wil- 
son, is outstanding. Bur it is the solo “Lonely Room/’ sung with 
a desperate, despondent cry by Hensley* that is so moving it finds 
many in the audience sobbing into their programs. It was probably 
this song and Hensleys characterization that led the chief critic at 
the New York Times, Ben Brantley, to single him out and headline 
his critique “This Time a Beautiful Mornin with a Dark Side in 
a review from March 22, 2002. 


W HEN THEATRE GUILD PRODUCER TERRY HELBURN 
was raising money to open Oklahoma! on Broadway in 
1943, she decided to approach Metro-Gold wyn- Mayer, the studio 
that owned the rights to Green Grow the Lilacs, offering them fifty 
percent of the profits for a $75,000 investment (plus movie rights 
for another $75,000). If the show succeeded, they would get back 
their initial investment and then some, if it flopped, they would 
have lost just $75,000. 

Mysteriously, MGM turned down this good offer bur coun tered 
with the option to buy Green Grow the Lilacs rights within thirry 
days after the New York opening. Shrewdly, Elelburn bought the 
rights within thirty hours of the counteroffer. 

Directed by Fred Xinucmann, Oklahoma ! the film was produced 
in 1054 and finally released in 1955. Location scenes were filmed 
near Nogales, Arizona, because the landscape there was deemed to 
he closer to the mrn-of-th e-century Indian Territory than 1950s 
Oklahoma. Much of the movie, however, was filmed on the big 
MGM lot in Culver City, California. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein assumed virtually all artistic control 


over the film version, working closely with director Zinnemann, 
who had won an Academy Award in 1953 for From Here to Eter- 
nity, which scarred Frank Sinatra and Burt Lancaster. In this rare 
instance, the movie followed the original stage version and utilized 
the shows original conductor, Agnes de Mifle repeated her stun- 
ning stage choreography. So intense were her dance rehearsals 
far the movie that De Mi lie was given much creative space, and 
both Rodgers and Hammerstein acquiesced to the temperamental 
dance genius. 

When the idea to cast Gordon MacRae as Curly was proposed, 
Zinnemann balked, referring to him as a wooden actor. The direc- 
tor tested James Dean, who w r as seriously considered for the role. 



The ensemble cast performs in the cornfield dance number. 
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![§ One can only wander what the brilliant, moody Dean would have 
brought to Curly. In the final analysis, the part wetu to MacRae 
because of his strong vocal abilities. Later, Zinnemann complained 
that MacRae drank on the set and had a hard time remembering 
lines and song lyrics, requiring cue sheets to be raped on the back 
of MacRae s horses neck. 

Shirley Jones had always been the first choice for Laurey, having 
been groomed by Rodgers and Hammerstein for some rime while 
understudying shows like Me and Juliet on Broadway in prepara- 
tion for the big role Rodgers had in mind for her. Sultry sexpot 
Gloria Grahame, an Academy Award winner, won the coveted 
part of Ado Annie and brought an open sensuality to the part not 
seen before or since in productions of Oklahoma!. Golden-haired 
Gene Nelson, a consummate dancer in the movies, gave zest to 
the part of Will Parker. 

Rod Steiger brought intensity and depth to his interpretation 
of Jud and surprised audiences by using his own strong baritone 
voice. The great Charlotte Greenwood was Aunt Ellen a role she 
dominated and in which she managed to steal every scene she 
was in. The sense of joy and fun she brought to the film portrayal 
seemed to inspire the other actors, who happily joined in with 
her acrobatic high jinks routines. Though the movie version of 
Oklahoma! was deemed a disappointment after its initial release 
in 1955, it is today regarded as a towering classic. 

HE FIRST RUN OF OKUIHOMA ! THE MUSICAL LASTED 
five years and two months, from March 1943 to May 1948, 
an endurance record nor broken until My Fair L ady\ which ran (Tom 
1956 to 1 962, However, the truth is that Oklahoma! has never re- 
ally closed since its 1943 opening. The show opened in London in 
1947, Berlin in 1951, France in 1955, and Belgium in 1972 in its 
first French- language version. 

In 1993, the United States Postal Service honored the show 
with a special first-class postage sramp on its fiftieth anniversary. 
In 2003, special celebrations will take place all over America in 
honor of OkLihoma!\ sixtieth anniversary. Each year, there are 
approximately six hundred North American productions playing 
so m e w here, som eti me. 

The Theatre Guild sent out a road company of the original hit 
in October 1 943 to tour 250 North American cities, beginning in 
New Haven and ending ten and a half years later in Philadelphia. 
In November 1946, the Broadway road company gave its first 
performance in Oklahoma. Governor Robert S. Kerr turned this 
event into a statewide celebration, inviting lyricist Hammerstein, 
composer Rodgers, choreographer Agnes de Mille, Lynn Riggs, 
and others to attend. 

The celebrities traveled by train to Oklahoma City, where they 
were met by Governor Kerr, who took them for a ride through 
the streets in a specially built “Surrey with the Fringe on TopT A 
gigantic Oklahoma! parade with forty-seven marching bands and 
thousands of Native Americans on horseback had to be canceled 
because of a driving sleet storm. Following the opening night 
performance of Oklahoma!, Rodgers and Hammerstein were 
presented with spectacular feathered headdresses and were then 
made honorary Kiowa Indians. 



Patrick Wilson appears as Curly, above, in the current production of 
Ok/ahomdL Wilson has earned honors as a Tony-nominated actor for his 
previous role as Jerry in the Broadway musical, The Full Monty. 


O N APRIL 8, 2002. THE NEW YORKER NOTED THAT JO- 
sefina Gabrielle as Laurev may be number 30,000 to play the 
role. Oklahoma! is, in all probability, the most frequently produced 
musical ever, having been performed in coun tries all over the world, 
including Israel, Iceland, and Hungary, 

According to musicologist and Frank Sinatra historian Jonathan 
Schwartz, it is considered to be number one within the top five in 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein canon, with the official list reading, 
in order: Oklahoma 4 Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I, and 
The Sound of Music. 

The Richard Rodgers Centennial Celebration js underway, and 
now that Oklahoma! is back on Broadway with a bang and in a 
first-class production, all New Yorkers, Oklahomans, and Ameri- 
cans can join in on a nationwide sing-along with: 

We fawn* we belong to the land 
And the land we belong to is grand! 

And when we say 
Yeeow! Ayipweeay! 

Were only say in 

You re do in ' fi ne> Oklaho mol 

Oklahoma , O.K ED 
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Wish 

\bu^fere Here 

Photography by R.E. Lindsey 


B race yourself. the whitlock wishouse is more mouljn 

Rouge than bed and breakfast, more philanthropy than overnight accom- 
modation. With nearly every bit of wall space covered by an international 
collection of an, the red and gold -paletted Wishouse now sits comfortably 
among Oklahoma's most prestigious inns. 

Its fit-for- royalty sophistication combined with a wee bit of garish decor 
have made the Wishouse the talk of Muskogee and eastern Oklahoma. 
Originally the guesthouse for Whitlock Packaging Corporation, the largest 
independent juice packaging operation in North America, the five -bed room, 
ranch-style facility has something of a Cinderella backs t or y. 

In 200 1 , entrepreneur Jerry Whitlock decided to donate the 1 0,000 square- 
foot residential p roperry to a worthy area charity After a competitive proposal 
process, the Women in Safe Home (WISH) nonprofit agency was notified of 
their bonanza win: As proposed, the guesthouse would become the Whitlock 
Wishouse, a facility for retreats, wedding receptions, and overnight guests. 
All profits above operating costs would directly support the WISH home in 
Muskogee, where abused women and children from five area counties are 
given free room and board. 

Beyond its charitable mission, the Wishouse offers guests a glimpse into 
the international world of jerry Whidock, its flamboyant namesake. The 
success of his company took the former Muskogee firefighter to more than 
thirty-eight countries, allowing him to amass a fabulous collection of art 
and antiques, particularly from Vietnam, India, Russia, and China. The 


fifty- one-year-old now divides his rime between New York and Florida bur 
makes frequent forays back to his hometown and the Wishouse (where he 
stays in the eponymous, palatial Jerry Whitlock v Suite). His Wishouse art 
and antique collection, which he leases to the WISH agency for a mere $1 
per year, is valued at $2.7 million. 

The Whitlock Wishouse promises an overnight indulgence bathed in 
luxury and rich with interest. That the guesthouse benefits women and 
children greatens its appeal, making every dollar spent another dollar 
toward a better world. — Louisa McCune 


The Whidock Wishouse is located at i 1 13 North Country Club Road in 
Muskogee. Room rates begin at $125; the jerry Whitlock Suite costs $250 per 
night. The Wishouse semes a popular lunch Wednesday through Saturday. Lunch 
reservations are recommended [ (918) 683-3900. 


The lavish furnishings of the Whitlock Wishouse in Muskogee include a generous 
sampling of Indian, Asian, and European portraits, animal mounts, and gold-leaf 
furniture. Pastry chef Stanley Ledbetter is widely known far his doily offerings 
of croissants and fresh-berry da rushes. The Jerry Whitlock Suite, left, has hasted 
many luminaries, including Magic Johnson. 
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PROPERLY WRITE ABOUT SOMETHING, YOU MUST 
first experience it. That U why we are here, standing on 
a broad expanse of northeastern Oklahoma prairie* looking up 
toward a tiny dot in the sky, impossibly high, soaring in lazy, 
ever-broadening circles. 

Dr. Steve Sherrod, director of the George M. Sutton Avian 
Research Center in Bartlesville, proclaims that everything is ready 
Again I look up. Sherrods earth bound connection to that ephem- 
eral speck seems tenuous at best. No outward sign of control, no 
indication that Sherrod is directing the show. 

Sherrod takes a pigeon from his vest, and with a whistle and 
yell, launches it into the air. The pigeon rights itself and takes a 
straight line directly away from us, flying fast and strong. 

That s when the speck drops from the sky as if, after a momen- 
tary lapse, gravity had suddenly thrown the switch back on. 

The pigeon senses the descending blur. It speeds up and be- 
gins to maneuver, but the wraith-like form now angling into the 
pigeon’s flight path is closing fast. 


irds of Prey 



The two birds collide in a tremendous explosion of feathers. We 
hear the impact a second later, a sharp dap that underscores the 
violence and force of die collision. Incredibly the pigeon is still fly- 
ing. Like a boxer shaking off a punch, the bird wobbles, then picks 
up speed* weaving through the air mere feet above the ground. The 
second bird immediately arcs back into the sky and launches into 
another dive. The pigeon rolls away at the last moment. 

No more dives now. The second bird settles in behind the 
pigeon, and from this point on, its speed against speed. The two 
birds disappear over a rise, and their fate is lost to us, at least until 
Sherrod breaks out his radio -telemetry equipment and it guides 
us, blip by electronic blip, to where the chase has ended. Standing 
rhere in stark contrast to the brown prairie grass is a beautiful white 
falcon protectively spreading its wings over the dead pigeon. 

In awe. Pm still trying to digest the events of the past few mo- 
ments as Sherrod bends over and offers his gauntlet-covered hand 
to the falcon, which calmly steps from the ground to the glove 
and accepts the hood that Sherrod places over its head. 

Sherrod takes off the tiny radio transmitter attached to the 
falcons tail feathers, turns off his telemetry equipment, and 
apologizes to me for the morning's performance. 


Falconers train birds through the reward of food, making an ac- 
curate set of scales one of the most important tools for the sport. 
Here, Dr. Kenton Riddle is working his bird to the lure, a standard 
training technique. Lures are heavy leather pouches garnished 
with meat and used to program birds to fly to the handler's fist. 
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For a handful of committed Oklahomans, devotion to the sport of 
falconry is a mixture of art, science, history, and lifestyle. 






The taking 


of game is secondary to t/;e nuance of flight, and the subtle 
interaction of human handler and winged hunter. 




“This really isn’t a good demonstration of what its all about,” 
Sherrod says, “All the hunting seasons are closed, so we had to use 
pigeons, and these falcons just don’t want to fiy very hard when its 
warm and humid.” 

One of the most exciting spectacles I’ve ever witnessed, and 
Sherrod is politely telling me it was a third-rate training run. 

ALCONRY IS CLEARLY A HUNTING SPORT, BUT ONE IN 
which the taking of game is secondary to the nuance of Right and 
the subtle interaction of human handler and winged hunter. 

The mechanics of the sport are deceptively simple and have 
changed very little over the centuries. Falconers either raise or trap 
birds of prey and train them to catch a variety of game, depending 
on the type of raptor used. 

Combine the process and the tools of falconry with the sports 
ancient, intangible allure, and you have a bewitching amalgam thar 
starts with the birds themselves. Birds of prev fascinate us in wavs 
other animals simply cant. Not only is their method of hunting 
hypnotic in its beauty and frightening efficiency, raptors wear an air 
of languid superiority as comfortably as they wear their feathers. By 
virtue of their haughtiness, they demand our attention. And we, as 
spellbound, earthbound subjects, give it. 


But a small group of Oklahomans takes our fascination with birds 
of prey beyond passive observation and into a realm few have the 
opportunity to witness, even fewer the dedication to achieve. These 
individuals have learned to fly — vicariously, anyway— by learning to 
live and hunt with birds of prey in a way that is at once art, science, 
history and lifestyle. But to be successful at falconry, its practitioners 
say, you have to apply all qualities equally. 

Perhaps chats why there are fewer than a hundred practicing 
falconers statewide. Not only is it the most highly regulated sport 
externally due to a maze of state and federal requirements, but its 
unique demands are such that anything less than total commit- 
ment is doomed ro failure. 

Thats why the one overriding truth of falconry is that there is no 
such thing as a casual falconer. To become one, a person must first pass 
a comprehensive, state-administered written test covering everything 
from biology to laws and regulations. The prospective falconer must 
then build housing facilities, purchase certain equipment that must 
be approved by a state inspector, and then acquire all the necessary 
state and federal licenses* 

Thats the easy part. By law, all beginning falconers must be 
apprenticed to a licensed falconer for their first two years, and if 
you haven’t made an honest assessment of why you want to be a 
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falconer in the first place, you can be sure the person you ask to 
be your sponsor will do that for you. 

“I've had numerous requests to be a sponsor," says Oklahoma 
City attorney and falconer Rob Rainey. “iVe never felt they 
were serious requests, and l always put up obstacles to test 
whether it was just a passing interest.” 

Lauren McGough was serious about it* I he fourteen-year-old 
Putnam City North High School student read falconry articles, 
researched the subject on the Internet* emailed local falconers, 
and went to falconers’ meetings. 

“I really didn’t know anything about it,” says McGough* “But I 
got interested in falconry after a local reptile expert, who was also a 
falconer, gave a presentation at school." 

McGough sought Raineys guidance early in her falconry careen 
Only after she took the required state test (which she passed with 
flying colors) did Rainey agree to he her sponsor. 

“Falconers are hesitant to take on an apprentice because they’re not 
sure how dedicated that person is going to be,” says Rainey* “Falconry 
is a daily thing. You can't just hang it up like a gun and forget about 
it* It was obvious Lauren was serious about it*” 

After the construction of McGougffs housing facility* the only 
thing missing was a bird to go in it* Apprentice falconers are allowed 


only one bird and are limited in their choice of species* 1 lie over- 
whelming majority of apprentice falconers start out with a red-tailed 
hawk due to its trainable nature and relative abundance* 

McGo ugh s bird, a female red- tailed hawk named Isis, was trapped 
In Beaver County in January, and immediately McGough began the 
process of “manning down" or taming the bird and making It feel 
comfortable in her presence* 

“1 work with her every day after school,” says McGough* “1 take 
her along on walks around the neighborhood* I work on calling her 
to the fist and to a lure, and 1 practice putting the hood on her." 

The result of all this work is a trust bond between handler and 
bird. “The next step,” says Rainey, “is to get that bond cemented 
and then enter the hawk to game,” which is falconer parlance for 
taking a bird on an actual hum. 

A lthough moe>lrn falconry requires special- 

ized techniques and knowledge, many falconers remember 
when there was little falconry information of any kind. Oklahoma 
first adopted laws governing falconry in 1 974* Before that, however, 
budding falconers were on their own* 

“1 first got interested in falconry in the late 1950s,” says Alan 
Jenkins, assistant director of the Sutton Avian Research Center 
and a longtime falconer. “At the time, there were so few falcon- 
ers and so little information that 1 didn't really have an avenue 
for learning. I’d occasionally come across an article or two, but it 
took four or five years to really start learning. The availability of 
information is so much greater now.” 

Ironically, while there has never been greater access to information 
on falconry there has perhaps never been a greater shortage of the one 
thing all falconers need most: a place to safely fly their birds. 

I hat’s one of the challenges facing metropolitan-area falconers like 
Peter Tirrell. Like McGough, Tirrell is a first-year apprentice work- 
ing with his own red -tail but as associate director of the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History at OLJ, Tirrells career has 
been shaped by a lifelong love affair with birds of prey. 

“I went to camp at the Massachusetts Audubon Society when 
I was fourteen,” says Tirrell. “And that's what gave me the idea 
to study birds in the field*” 

With a career spanning twenty-five years, that fascination finally 
prompted Tirrell to become a falconer. 

But Tirrell says many falconers, especially in urban and suburban 
areas, are finding it increasingly difficult to find suitable land for flying 
and hunting their birds. Commercial and residential development is 
reducing the outlying rural areas falconers need for hunting. 

“T hats one of the bigger problems right now with falconry,” 

I irrcll says, adding that the West Nile virus has also taken its toll. 
“Finding a place to fly in urban areas* When you do find a spot, 
you know' it's going to be short-term, because in a year or so its 
going to be houses and shopping malls." 

Opposite page: High school student and beginning falconer Lauren 
McGough with her red-tailed hawk* This page: Steve Sherrod with 
two of his falcons, and below, incubating eggs. Heavy gloves allow 
birds to perch on handlers' arms during training sessions and hunts, 
while a hood is used both as a training tool and to keep birds calm* 
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With the regulations, time commitment, and shrinking habitat, 
the sheer difficulty of being a falconer gives rise to the question, why? 
What makes almost everyone introduced to this arcane sport develop 
an almost monkish devotion to its practice? Almost every falconer 
replies, in one fashion or another, that it's the interaction with unfet- 
tered wildness and die allure of flight. 

“Its not about taking game,” says Sherrod, past president of 
the Oklahoma Falconers Association. “Falconry is not a rcsults- 
o r i e n t ed $po r t, a n d i t s ac tually a ve ry ineffi c i e n t way to hunt, 
it has everything to do with the birds 
themselves, watching them fly, interact- 
ing with them/' 

“When you let your bird go, you never 
really know what's going to happen/’ says 
Pawhuska falconer Du Kenton Riddle, 

“They Ye wild creatures, and when they 
leave your fist, they can lead you in the 
strangest places* Or you may never sec 
them again* Thats just part ofit.” 

That wildness is why every morning in 
the fill and winter, falconers can be found 
on the prairie and in the woods, sending their birds aloft in search 
of game and thus perpetuating a cycle as old as history itself. 

ALCONRV IS ANCIENT SO MUCH SO THAT ITS ORIGINS 
are somewhat murky. No one really knows when some enter- 
prising nomadic hunter first lured an eagle or falcon down from 
rhe sky, but the first documentation of the symbiotic relationship 
between man and bird dates to around 1700 B.C. 

What is known is chat falconry has been and still remains an 
intrinsic part of the Middle East and the Asian Steppe, where for 
over a thousand years Mongolian eagle hunters have trained golden 
eagles to hunt animals as large as wolves. Pre- Renaissance Europe is 
generally considered to be the origin of western falconry. Not only 
were the Crusades bringing western religious fervor to the Holy 
Land, they were bringing Middle Eastern falconry techniques back 
to the Old World. 

In the Middle East, rhe deep-rooted falconry tradition is centered on 
the pragmatic goal of catching game. For centuries, nomadic Bedouin 
tribes roamed the arid regions of the Arabian Peninsula, living by the 
ebb and How of the falconry season. The oil wealth of the twentieth 
century' has done nothing to squelch that passion. Today, more than 
seventy percent of Arab men participate in falconry, with western -style 
falconers making up an infinitesimal percentage of the population* 

Its a long way from the lulls of McAlester to the deserts and moun- 
tains of the Middle East, but for falconer Kenton Riddle, the journey 
began with a chance encounter with an old magazine. 

“1 was always a dayd reamer in school,” says Riddle. “One day I 
was sent to study hall, and instead of doing my homework, 1 looked 
through an old issue of National Geographic with a falcon ry article. 
That sparked my interest/’ 

Dr. Kenton Riddle h known worldwide os o master falconer. His bird 
often joins him for a perch while he en|oys a morning cop of coffee. 
Among his many accomplishments. Riddle is most proud of introduc- 
ing western falconry and conservation practices to the Arab world. 


Riddle first flew birds in junior high school, flew them as a zoology 
undergraduate at OSLk flew them as a veterinary student, flew them 
during his postgraduate work, flew them whenever and wherever he 
could. By his own estimation. Riddle has trained upwards of fort}' 
raptors, and that doesn’t include all the birds hes trained for others. 
“It’s been my whole life,” he says. 

In 1 985, that passion took a decidedly exotic turn when Riddle was 
contacted by a representative of His Highness Sheik Zayed Bin Sultan 
A1 Nahyan, president of the United Arab Emirates and the ruler of Abu 
Dhabi. The sheik, a passionate falconer, had 
a proposal for Riddle: Come to Abu Dhabi 
to design and build a falcon hospital and 
research center. For the next thirteen years. 
Riddle and his family lived in Abu Dhabi 
while Riddle became totally immersed in 
Arab falconry. 

“1 took care of the sheiks three hun- 
dred falcons, plus the falcons of every 
one of his nineteen sons/’ says Riddle, 
who returned to Oklahoma — this time 
to Pawhuska- — in 1998, 

During his time in Abu Dhabi, Riddle accompanied the sheik 
on lavish, two-month-long hunts to places like Pakistan, Morocco, 
and Saudi Arabia. The hunting party routinely included more than 
a thousand people (even barbers) and hundreds of vehicles. 

Although Riddle’s experiences are certainly atypical of most fal- 
coners, his passion for the sport isn't. When asked what compelled 
him and other falconers to make the sacrifices necessary for a life 
ill falconry, his reply was typical of those bewitched by the sight of 
a fast-flying bird of prey. 

“Falconers are a little bit different from other people/’ says Riddle. 
“We do live vicariously through our birds/' 

The pursuit of that moment — when training, timing, and instinct 
meld into a perfect flight — is the tonic that sustains the falconers 
world. It is a direct portal into wildness, but the toll required for 
entry is heavy and must he paid in the currency of dedication. 

I am reminded of this as we begin the long walk back to Sherrod s 
truck following the morning's flight. His falcon rides easily on his 
gauntleted arm, and 1 cannot help but marvel that just a few minutes 
ago, this bird was flying free while Sherrod and I were mere specks 
on the horizon. Yet here he was, brought back to master by a bond 
forged through countless hours of trust and training. That kind of 
dedication doesn’t come easy. 

“It's not a hobby/’ Sherrod says as we walk. “It's a 365-day-a-year 
commitment. Sure, its hard, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything, 
and I don’t think any falconer would/’ G3 

Next fall, Oklahoma falconers will have reason to he especially happy. 
The state will he the epicenter of the falconry world when Woodward hosts 
the North American Falconers Association annual meet . an international 
gathering of hundreds of falconers from across the globe “ There will be 
anywhere from four hundred to seven hundred falconers in our state . 
including some of the most prominent names in the national wildlife 
conservation scene , " says meet chairman Rah Rainey. The annual event 
takes place in November 2003. (403) 949-1629. 
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ok care of t he sheik's three hundred falcons, plus the falcons of 


every one of his nineteen sons,' 


By David Draper Clark 

Invisible 

So begins the novel invisible Man by Oklahoma City native Ralph Ellison. Celebrating 
its fiftieth year in print and widely regarded as one of the finest works of contemporary 
American literature, Invisible Man was selected in 1999 as the nineteenth most 
influential book of the twentieth century by the Modern Library Association, Here, literary 
critic David Draper Clark assesses the influence of Oklahoma on this important work. 



I Am an 
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W HAT CONSTITUTES A LITERARY MASTERPIECE? ONE 
explanation comes from Oklahoma author John Berryman, 
winner of both the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. “A 
work of the literary imagination which is consistent, engaging, and 
dramatic, in exceptional degrees; which exhibits largely mastered a 
human subject of the first importance.... One easy test will be the 
rapidity with which. ..other works of the period and kind will faint 
away under any suggested comparison with it.” 

These criteria describe Ralph Ellisons 1952 novel Invisible 
Man , a must for reading and rereading and particularly worthy 
of note in 2002, not only for its enduring relevance, complexity, 
and entertainment, but also because this year commemorates its 
fiftieth consecutive year in print. 

In recognition of his literary achievement, Ellison will be honored 
in his home state with induction into the Oklahoma Heritage Hall 
of Fame and the dedication of a literary landmark by the Friends of 
Libraries in Oklahoma (FOLIO). The Oklahoma City Metropolitan 
Library System has named 2002 the Year of Ralph Ellison, and the 
Oklahoma Center for the Book and the Oklahoma Center for Poets 
and Writers have scheduled tributes to him as well. 


R alph waldo elllson was born in Oklahoma city 

on March 1, 1914, the son of Lewis Alfred Ellison and Ida 
Millsap Ellison and the grandson of slaves. 

Lewis and Ida had moved to the Deep Deuce neighborhood in 
Oklahoma City to take advantage of the possibilities of the new 
frontier and a better life than in the former slave states. Oklahoma 
was not as rigidly segregated as Texas, Arkansas, and states in the 
Old South (a situation that would change for the worse in the 
1920s). Living equally among blacks and whites as a young boy 
helped shape, perhaps, Ellisons later belief in the creative potential 
of cultural pluralism and his conviction that Americans must ac- 
knowledge their society as an amalgam of black and white cultures. 
He believed, in fact, that there is something “ basic in man beyond 
all differences of class, race, wealth, or formal education/* 

In 1917, when Ellison was three years old, his father died, leaving 
Ida to support their two young sons working as a custodian, cook, 
and domestic. In spite of the poverty the family subsequently faced, 
she took young Ralph on walks through affluent white neighborhoods 
and brought home used copies of Vanity Fair and recordings of clas- 
sical music, suggesting a broader world of opportunities. 

From the time he was eight years old, when his mother gave 
him a cornet, Ellison wanted to be a musician. While attending 
Oklahoma City’s Douglass High School, he was first trumpeter 
in the school band and its student conductor. Also during this 
period, he mowed the lawn of conductor Ludwig Hebestreit 
in exchange lor lessons in trumpet and orchestration, sat in 
on rehearsals of the Blue Devils jazz band {the forerunner of 
Count Basies band), and heard other jazz artists perform as 
well, including Jimmy Rushing and Hot Lips Page. 

Following high school, Ellison left Oklahoma to study music 

Ralph Ellison garnered many awards for his acclaimed novel. Most 
noteworthy was the National Book Award in 1953: Ellison was 
the first African American to receive the prestigious honor. 



Invisible Man hos been published in more than fifteen languages. 
In T965, the book was considered by 200 critics to be the "the most 
distinguished American navel written since World War If/ 


and music theory at the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. In 1 936, 
he traveled to New York to find summer employment to pay for 
his last year at Tuskegee and to study sculpture and architecture. 
Little did he know that for nearly sixty years — in spite of future 
employment and teaching appointments throughout the United 
States and abroad — he would claim New York as his home until 
his death from cancer on April 16, 1994. 

In 1945 while on sick leave from service in the merchant marine, 
Ellison began writing in a barn in Waitsfield, Vermont, a work 
that would take him seven years to compose. What emerged was 
his masterpiece, Invisible Man, the only novel he completed and 
published in his lifetime and the one that would secure his place 
in contemporary American literature. 


W IDELY ACKNOWLEDGED AS ONE OF THE GREATEST 
novels from the second half of the twentieth century, Invis- 
ible Man portrays the growth and awareness of a young, nameless, 
educated black man struggling in hb search for identity, visibility, 
and his own humanity in a racially divided society that refuses to 
see him as a human being. Ultimately, he accepts the fact that Iris 
identity rests not on the acceptance of whites but on the acceptance 
of his own past. 

A complex, multilayered, epic work. Invisible Man consists of a 
series of seemingly unrelated scenes or episodes, where often the only 
link is the narrator’s comments or observations. In this way, the novels 
structure can be likened to that of a jazz composition, with the players 
offering impromptu solos before stepping back to rejoin the group, 
repeating a collective past history and revising the present perfor- 
mance. Ellisons observations and perceptions of African American 
culture arc expressed in his stylized and elaborate representation of 
the high and low levels, or ‘frequencies,” of language and reality, 
masterfully reflecting the social melting pot that is America, ESI 

Ralph Ellison would take peat pride in the fact that this yean in his 
honor, the Oklahoma City Metropolitan Library System is distributing, 
through funding from the Oklahoma City Community Foundation and 
the Inasmuch Foundation, fee copies /^ Invisible Man to high school 
juniors in Oklahoma County Ellison is also the subject of a new biography 
by Boh Burke to be published in the state within the coming year. 
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Parade of Limits 

Come celebrate the spirit of the holiday 
season at the AEP-Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma Christmas Parade of Lights, 

Saturday, December 14, downtown Tulsa at 
6 p.m. View parade floats up close during 
judging, Friday, December 13, at 8th and 
Cincinnati from 7-8 p.m. 
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DOME, SAMFQRO MAULDIN; tATTON. ARCHIVES S MANUSCRIPTS PM90H OKLAHOMA HISTOft 




Pink in the early morning, golden-hued in afternoon light, the 
Capitol Dome now shines everlasting. Designed by celebrated capitol 
architect Solomon Layton, left, in 1914, the dome was relegated a 
mere perk in the wake of World War 1. Then, buried in the tapestry 
of utter progress, Layton’s designs lay dormant for more than eighty 
years until 1990, when a cadre of “domers" resurrected the concept. 
Today, the suspicious are converts, the visionaries validated, and 
the Capitol Dome a shining beacon of progress. To its conceivers, its 
flinders, its builders, and its defenders, we say, thank you. You have 
given Oklahoma its finishing touch. — The Editors 
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design and construction of the capital incorporated the necessary 
foundations to support a dome even though it was not built at 
the time. Insets; The oil field discovered at the State Capitol on 
December 4 S 1 928, was among the largest in the world for forty 
years. These bathing beauties epitomize the 1920s. 
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Original plans called for a domed Oklahoma State Capitol, but the Jwo years later, the Capitol Darners formed, and a nonprofit group 
buildings crown was never created due to funding problems. In- was organized to raise funds lor the project. Altera dome feasibtl- 
stead, a concrete structure called a saucer dome was constructed to icy study was completed in 1 998, the Oklahoma Capitol Complex 
seal the opening. In 1 988, Carol Gwin of Oklahoma City started a and Centennial Commemoration Commission became part of 

grass-roots campaign to complete the dome with private funding. the official fundraising campaign. In 2000, Capitol Dome Build- 







ers, the collaborative effort of Manhattan Construction, Flintco, 
and Frankfurt-Short-Bruza, created the architectural vision and 
building plans for the dome, an enhanced version of the original 
1914 design. The groups construction began in early 2001 and 
conclude in November 2002. 
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Scare to finish, construction of the dome took approximately a year ongoing project was removed in early September, and the disas- 
and a half. During the historic statue-raising ceremony on June scmbling of the 270-foot tower crane cook place later in the fail. 
20, 2002, The Guardian made the long trip from ground level to The new dome stands 1 57 feet from the roof of the capitol, is SO 
the domes very top. More than 20,000 Oklahomans attended the feet in diameter, and weighs approximately five million pounds, 
historic event. The scaffolding that was a visual mainstay of the The estimated cost of the completed dome is $21 million, with 






percent of funds coming from private sources. Though Oklahoma 
was previously one of a handful of state capitols without a dome, 
it was the sole domeless structure originally designed to accom- 
modate one. Dedication of the State Capitol Dome will cake place 
on Statehood Day, November 1 6, 2002. 
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CENTENNIAL SEASON 



W HEN OKLAHOMA CELEBRATES ITS ONE HUN- 
dredrh birthday in 200 7 * there won't be a surprise 
party but instead countless events and projects popping like 
fireworks across the state. In fact* more than two hundred are 
already in the works to commemorate the state's birthday on 
November 16, 2007. 

In 1996, the Oklahoma legislature established the Okla- 
homa Capitol Complex and Centennial Commemoration 
Commission for one major purpose; to prepare a master plan 
for Oklahoma's one hundredth year of statehood. The bench- 
mark project completed under the auspices of the Centennial 
Commission was the majestic capitol dome and its spectacular 
se ve n t ee n - foo t N a t i vc A m e r ica n stall i e , / he ( / uaraia n . 

The Spirit of it New Frontier* the flagship event celebrating die 
domes completion, takes place November 16* 2002* at 5 p.m. 
on the north side of the State Capitol. The blockbuster event, 
produced by Oklahoma City-based Six Flags and Oklahoma 
Events, features Vince G 31 asm aster ofceivmonies. Several other jxrfomiers 
arc slated for the free show, which promises to be a memorable evening. 

Whether its a park in Nowata ora sixty-minute documentary 
about Oklahoma's Native American ballerinas* the centennial 
commission serves as a clearing-house for all community, indi- 
vidual, and group centennial projects and also provides general 
promotion and fundraising assistance to those who need it. 
Virtually all commission projects are funded through various 
combinations of grants, private donations, city and federal 
funds* and grass-roots fundraisers. 

Tabbing out at $1,700, the smallest project is in Stigler, 
where citizens painted iwo murals* while in Oklahoma 
City* the largest project, the Native American Cultural 
C "en tc r, earn es a p r icc tag of $ 8 5 million. Rega id 1 ess 
of the size or cost, people of all ages, cultures, and 
ethnic backgrounds across the state are getting 
i n vol ved , wo rk i n g togc 1 1 le r. 

Exhibitions are flourishing* parks 
being built, picnics and pic-eating 
contests planned, books and 
encyclopedias compiled* plays* 
poems, and music written, 
to celebrate and commemorate 
O k I a ho m as o n e h u n d red t h 
birthday in 2007. 


Native American Cultural Center and Museum 

While plans for this world-class museum have been on -again* 
ofF-again, the centennial season may be just the impetus needed to 
finally bring the project to life. In partnership with the Smithsonian 
Institution, the Oklahoma Historical Society, and the states tribal 
museums, the new museum will occupy a three- hundred-acre site at 
the intersection of Interstates 40 and 35 in Oklahoma City. 

Oklahoma History Center 

The new digs for the Oklahoma Historical Society will rest 
on eighteen acres at the intersection of Northeast Twenty-third 
Street and Lincoln Boulevard, northeast of the State Capitol. I he 
society's 204,000-square-foot home is scheduled for completion 
in fall 2004 and will feature a research center, classrooms* an 
auditorium* a restaurant* and a gift shop. 

National Army Museum of the Southwest 

The vast collections of the Fort Sill Museum, located near 
Lawton, rank among the most comprehensive throughout the 
United States Army, Due to lack of space, only small portions of 
the museums collections have been available to the public. With 
the completion of this world-class museum, the army, the only 
military branch without a national museum* will have a national 
presence expected to attract 600,000 visitors a year. 


Oklahoma Aquarium 

Set to open in early 2003, the Oklahoma Aquarium in 
Jcnks will host more than two hundred exhibits and thou- 
sands offish — most spectacularly* a ha If- million -gallon- tank 
shark exhibit. The 8 2, 000-square- foot facility* located on 
the west bank of the Arkansas River, is expected to bring 
a half million visitors to the Tulsa area each year, 

Oklahoma Land Rush Monument 

When completed* this bronze monument 
containing forty- five figures will lx; one 
of the largest sail ptu res in the world* 
measuring 36 feet wide and 365 feel 
long and spanning the Bricktown 
in Oklahoma City* Artist 
Paul Moore is from Norman. 

— Shaun a lawyer Struby 
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Location just minutes southeast of Tulsa 


Green Country's First Winery 


1 (800) 526-8132 

www.peppercreekfarms.com 

Wholesale inquiries welcome! 


Oklahoma Select 


80) 795-7644 or Toll Free (866) 657-3226 

HW 'J Ip*' , m 

TIT T i 


Offered in Select Stores or 
Call to Order in Guanity (405) 820-3651 


Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 


yet Lean 


r < 

Wt 


fa to Company, LLC 

Hinton, OK 


Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tucs. through Sal. 
(888) 275-8579 or (918) 482-5655 
www.stonebluffceilars.com 


Ejrpem'ence the 
Meat or the Buffalo 
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SjEASON! 
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IE AD n'flUT 
PICKLES 


Head County gift packs arc the best way to 
spice up your holiday gift giving. 

Give the people on your gift list a World Champion 
Bar-B-Q Sauce and Championship Seasoning, (Gail 
td\f tree for corporate gi/f pricing) 

Q/i parfzs include: I pint each Regular: Hickory Smoke 
and Hot Bar-B-Q sauces plm a 6 oz. bottle of 
Chompionship Seasoning find recipes! 

Order online or call toll-free 1-888-762-1227 


Mead* 


Head Count O' P°°d Products, Inc - PCX Box 232*1 » Panai City, OK 7 4602 


(give 1/Varm 
TfoCiday ~\ Wisfies 

with 

Neighbors 


The Twelve 
Days of 
Christmas 
Coffees 


The Story 


www.theoutlowco.com 


Gourmet 

BREAD n' BUTTER 
PICKLES 

A true country delicacy! 

Crisp & delicious with a flavor you'll crave! 
The perfect gourmet gift or garnish. 


P.O. Box bSl) Guthrie, OK 73044 
Phone/FAX: (405) Z 60-3455 
e-mail: theoutlawcompany(»swbell.net 
- Wholesale & retail sales 
* Visa/MC accepted 


Products that will do your heart good 
Made in the Heartland 


( 405 ) 330-6414 

e-mail: wild_irish_rose@cox.net 
www.wildirishrosefarm.com 

J 7 and-ntad& 

(jasid/e& 
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ofColfee 

« i*" 1 1 

I Qpkg^ofotk 
mo&popdtar 
ooffi» s 


Christmas 
Tree Coffee 
| or Cocoa Box | 
Assortment 

[f2p*5*aft>ur| 
mstpoputer 
coffees or 
12pkgs at 
cocoe. 


Qourmet 
Gift Tacks 


- iLxj 4 i 

For Order information Call: 

1 -800-299-901 6 
(405) 552-2 SOP- * 
www.neifdiborscofTee.com 
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Neighbors Coffee 

Bp? 


Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 








Ic. POTTERf raS 

Bottle* 


gourmet 
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J.O. Tetter Sousoge Co. 

1914 Hwy. 70 East * Durant, OK 74701 
(580) 924-2415 


www.jcpotter.com 


The 2002 peanut crop is here and when you order, we 
roast. If they're not fresh, they Ye not ours. We roast, 
hand-pack, personalize and ship or deliver your choices 
from the heart of Peanut Country — Binge r, Okla. 

TRY THEM ALL: 

Hot-n-Spicy, Hot-n-Sweet, Honey Roosted^ 

Traii Mix , Redskin , After Five Cocktail t 
Peanut Butter and gifts of a// size s. 

GIVE A SPECIAL GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS. 

For a brochure or answers to your questions, please call us ai 


RO. BOX 163 * BINGER, OK 73009 

A/so, ideal for company Christmas gifts. 
We will do a show-n-teil at your convenience . 


Gifts with 
Good Taste! 

Perfect for Corporate, Holiday 
and Special Occasion gifts! 

Custom Gourmet Gift Baskets 

Featuring Imported, Private Label, & 

"Made In Oklahoma" gourmet products. 

- Shipping & Local Delivery Available - 

• Specialty Foods &. Clieeses 
•Wine & Cocktail Accessories 

• Gourmet -to-Go by Lotlinvilles 


MARIDEE’S 

COUNTRY KITCHEN 
ft CAKES 


1321 N. Biyant, Edmond, OK 73034 
(405) 7 1 5-3663 Mon - Sat 1 0 to 7 

w\vw. lliegourmetgalleiy.com 







Field's "World's Best" Pecan Pie originated in Pauls Valley 
when two brothers persuaded their wives to cook pastries 
for their restaurant customers. The same recipes Mrs. Hazel 
Field used in 1925 are followed today. A pure and natural 
dessert with no preservatives or additives, it's available in 
the frozen food section of your favorite grocery store. 

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE PCX Box 7. Pauls Valley. OK 73075 

9-inch t 2 lb. pie - $2 1 .95 ; , (405) 238-7381 * (8001 286-7501 

Shipping and handling: $8.95 FAX (405) 238-5075 

Shipped in a reusable tin -* E-mail: fie lds@fieldspies.com 
Jnd. UPS delivery in USA wwwdleldspies.com 


Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 


Gifts from 
Oklahoma’s Oldest 
Cheese Factory 


Gift Packs Available for immediate 
shipping or Set us assemble a gift 
basket including other Made In 
Oklahoma Products available at our Oklahoma City shop . 
Phone orders welcome. Call fora brochure (405) 943-2707. 


Visit us at these locations: 

4303 NAV 39th Expressway, Oklahoma City, 73112 
314 E. 2nd, Watonga, OK 73772 


Valley 
VieW 

pecan company 


Thirty years' experience guarantees you 
only new crop, highest quality nuts! 

We cany pecans, peanuts, walnuts, almonds, 
cashews, syrups, candy, and more. 

- Custom pecan cracking and shelling - 

- Wholesale pricing available - 

- Easy fundraising programs - 
- We ship UPS anywhere - 

John and Janice Grundmann 
15704 Valley View Road 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-273-0106 or 1-800-842-9411 
E-mail: pecansforyouOyahoo.com 


Our chocolate Is superior to that of most candy 
companies. Our original blend is unrivaled In 
smoothness , luster and sheen. This quality 
provides a taste experience that cannot 
be found In ordinary chocolate products . 

At Bedre, we use only the finest ingredients 
In our time proven recipes . To provide the 
freshes f product possible, we use only the 
finest pecans, peanuts, almonds and cashews, 
and roast them in our own kitchens. This 
additional step further enhances the 
[ extraordinary flavor of our premium chocolates . 


4204 E. Arlington; Ada, OK 74820 
(580) 436-0025 or (800) 367-5390 
FAX: (580)436-1963 

www.bedrechocoiates.com 
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ETA WAY 

GUIDE 


CHRISTMAS CONNECTIONS 


T inkling bells at every mall corner can mean only one thing- 

the jolly season is here. The kids are ready to frolic with Frosty while taking a 
well-deserved break from school, and bigger kids know the ice crackling on the sidewalk 
signals stocked stores and omnipresent sales. From Medford to Marietta, carolers belt 
out the familiar melodics of “Fa fa la la la” and “Here Conies Santa Claus*” In Oklahoma 
there arc as many holiday happenings as there are carols to hum while enjoying themf' 
Grab a coat and hot chocolate, take your pick from our sampling, and be merry] T*;. 


BY RYAN MARIE MENDENHALL 







GREAT PLAINS COUNTRY 


1-580-482-0210 * www. 


com 


GREAT PLAINS COUNTRY 

For more information , contact us at 


0K1AHCM 

NATIVE AMERICA. 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 


Watch out 
Las Vegas! 



(580) 354-2000 
1-44 Er Gore * Lawton, OK 



ELK CITY 

HOLIDOME 

complete with: 

151 Rooms 
Meeting Space for 500 
Free Local Calls 
Free In-Room Coffee 
Indoor Swimming Pool 
Whirlpool * Steam Room 
Sauna * Fitness Room 
Game Room * Shu file board 
9 -Hole Miniature Golf Course 
Ping-Pong • Payzonc Club 
Gazebo Restaurant 

1 Mile from Elk City Golf & 
Country Club 


Toll Free Reservations; 

l-800-HOLI3>Ay 

1 -40 & Hwy. 6 
Elk City, OK 73644 

(580) 225-6637 

Bob and Anna 
Welcome Tout 



W e fill Ackley Park with twinkling lights and 
holiday exhibits, serve hot chocolate and have 
activities every weekend. It *s Christmas Elk City sty le, 
a month-long celebration of the season and the senses. 
Activities include: English Doubledecker Bus, 
Candy Cane Express Train and the magnificent 
Centennial Carousel 


Call 800-280-0207 for your Free Guide 
to Christmas in the Park 







GETAWAY GUIDE 


"I'm dreaming ol a while Christmas, [u si like ihe ones 1 used to know.” — Irving Berlin 




GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST 

Revisit History at These Events 

On November 1 3 and 1 4, step backwards to tour scenes of life 
at a frontier post during the 1 848 Candlelight Tour {91 8/478- 
4088) at the Fort Gibson Historic Site. Reservations required. 
Relive holiday history on December 1 6 at Fort Reno Christ- 
inas (405/262-3987; tortreno.org) at the Parade Grounds and 
Chapel hall starts at 1 p.m. with a reenactment of a sixteenth- 
century tradition in which guns and cannons were fired to thwart 
evil spirits and honor die nativity For more drama, revisit Fort 
Gibson for the Garrett Historic Home’s production 
of Dickens* A Christmas Carol (918/478-5023) on 
Fridays and Saturdays between December 6 kind 21 . 


High-Watt Holidays 

Tired of the old neighborhood lights routine? Grab 
the kiddies and have a chat with Santa while enjoying 
the lights at Crystal Christmas (580/256-74 1 1) in 
Woodward, where Crystal Beach Park is transformed 
i n to a glowi ng wi n re r won d erla nil wi t h I tgh ted 
displays, a live nativity, and carriage rides (November 
23 through December 31 ). Muskogee’s Garden of 
Lights (9 1 8/684-6302) uses nature and landscape in 
Honor Heights Park to present a breathtaking drive 
with more than one million lights (November 28 
through January 1 }. Go northwest to Enid and kickoff 
Christmas with a bang on November 29, when a fire- 
works display ushers in the tenth annual Enid Lights 
up the Plains with Stars (580/234- 1 052). During the 
month-long celebration, downtown is decorated with 
thousands of lights and hanging stars. 


Water Wonderlands 

If cabin fever hits, enjoy these lakeside festivi- 
ties. On December 1 until die last day of 2002, 
check out the glowing miles of lights reflected in 
the waters of LakeTexoma at Lights on Lake 
Texoma ( 580/564-23 1 1 ; oklahomaparks.com). 
The South Grand Lake Christmas Extrava- 
ganza (9 1 8/782-32 14; grandlakechamber.org) 
on December 7 features craft shows, bake sales, 
and home tours and ends with a lighted land 
parade and the magnificent Cherokee Yacht Club 
Boat Review* Lights at the Lake {9 1 8/786-9079) 
takes place in Grove between November 28 and 
Dccc m ber 26* Be su re to sh ow child ren th e gi n - 
gerbread house with candy cane pillars. 


Walk This Way 

Take a walk — liferally^-down Christmases 
past in Guthrie at the Territorial Christmas 
Celebration (405/282-1947) November 
30 through December 23. A lighted Christmas 
parade kicks off the first day of the celebration 
in downtown Guthrie. But the most popular 
activity of the month long festival, the Victorian 
Walk on December 1 4 , is a stroll down lit and 
decorated downtown streets with local citizens 
in period dress. The Pollard Theatre's Okla- 
homa-flavored performances of A Territo- 
rial Christmas Carat (405/282-2800; 
thepollard.org) run November 29 through 
December 22. 


HOW GREEN THOU ART 


Natural Beauties 


One of rhe most beloved holiday traditions, the 
decorated tree, is celebrated at the Holiday TrecFcst 
(405/602-6664; omniplcx.org) at the Omni plex in 
Oklahoma City. Fifty lighted and bedecked trees, each 
representing a different culture or craft, 
are displayed. View them in all their 
finery between November 29 
and January 1 > In Tulsa, check 
out the elaborate trees, wreaths* 
and gingerbread houses at the 
Festival of Trees (9 1 8/749-794 1 ; 
phiIbrook.org) at the Philbrook 
Museum of Art between Novem- 
ber 24 and December 8. 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 
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NAM AMERICA 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 





FORI) POFSFOTS 


ROD 



Open Nightly Nov. 22 -Dec, 30 

Weather Permitting 

Mile- long fantasy land drive 
69 animated light displays 
Over one million lights 
U84bot tail lighted Christmas tree 
Bus fours and Groups Welcome 

Call 405/759-1290 more information 
E-mail; parks ret @ mid westcityok.org 
www* mid westci lyok ,org 

Joe B. Barnes Regional Park 

Midwest Ciiy h Oklahoma 
Oust minutes from Qkiaimnm City) 

Take 140; exit Douglas BkL, going north, Hollow 
snowflakes to SE Hih, enter on Century Blvd. 


The Largest Animated 
Display in Oklahoma! 

10 nett' disjdars added] or J002 


im 



Duahom a 

tPr e.<a 4^ a-V e4 


Gifts celebrating the rich heritage 
nod beauty of Qkhhtjnut, 



[ A* an Oktahmrum an Obtain imj Im-eT, m a 
'^utWctur, ymi will find a w<>ruJrrful wrleciUm 
uf gi.tr nrm.’i u Hiinn 1 tru irsiir ig ih 

Great State Of Oklahoma 

Became tin Oklahoma AmKa3cnu}ijr ,mJ 
vbit ua M line ol three convenient Iwiticiro: 

Oh ,*TifTMv CoetitfeV? Gn-i sn *i 

WfttnoJ;Hi> * 1 ■ 3 p. ni. 

St ati C .vWiX Ku>* 

Muratov thmutfh Ttrooday * m*l-J p n» 
w yy YV 4O KnuiV ' m 1 com 

or call 

1 (40 5 ) 5 57'0 1 5 8 TOD A\ 

lor Tour Information. 

Call <405! 52T4245 


WSi irrcr Ire-^cret ti a ftujrct t3 hrwrikh .“i’ll 
flic ctTiitimttxl ,hiJ ptevrvaih«u 


lry, Inc,., j i>mpn-rfii 1 rtismi^n km tie Janie J iv 
EW»Mtna Gc*amrrV M-uuiim nut jmumJj 
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1-800-652-6552 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-767-7260 * www.visitnorman.com 


Flatter 

Country 




It's not like an y museum f've 
ever seen! We can touch 
and play and imagine life in 
a child’Size town! Come and 
experience it for yourself l 

jasmine Moran^^ 

Children's museuM 

Seminole , Oklahomo 

1-800-259 -KIDS 

.. where children play to learn 
S adults learn to play. 

1714 Highway 9 W 
(405) 382-0950 

Hours open: 
rues* - Sat 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 1pm - 5pm 







The Holidays 
are Happenin’ 
in Norman! 


Come to the town 
known for Dinosaurs, 
Cowboys & Indians 
and Van Gogh and 

find exciting holiday 
events like Holiday 
Happenings at the 
Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural 
History, December 5th! 


800-767-7260 

www.visitnorman.com 



Clothes 
at Eskimo 

Joe’s 


this 

holiday 

season! 


Stillwater • World Headquarters 

Oklahoma * Crossroads Mall 
Gty Quail Springs MaN 
Penn Square MaU 

Tulsa ■ Promenade Mall 
Woodland Mills Mall 
Eastland Mali 

Efifd * Oak wood Mall 
ShawitH * Shawnee Mall 
Lawton * Centra! Mail 
Ardmore * Maunlainview MaU 
Muskogee * Arrowhead Mali 




Our History 
Will Intrigue 
'You. 


Our Hospitality 
Will Spoil 
You. 


Our Spirit 
Will Move 
You. 





OSU Cowboy Football, 
Antique Shopping, Fall Fanner's Market 


tS parks, IQ museums, 5 lakes, 

3 golf courses & 1 Famous Eskimo Joe! 

STILLWATER CONCERT EVENTS: 

i * Sept 6: OSU Orange Peel 
i * Sept. 13: Country Fast - Mark Chesnutt, Joe Diffie 
& Tracy Lawrence 

I * Sept 28: Stillwater Blues Festlva 1 
^^^Bj * Sept, 28: Trace Atkins & Darryl Worley 
■ * Oct 3 Allison Brown Quarto t 

* Oct 5-6: Taylorsville 

* Oct, 2527: Cross Timbers Music & Heritage Festival 




(800) 991-6717 (405) 743-3697 


WWW.COME2STILLWATER.COM CRISTY@C0WB0Y.NET 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 


For more information, contact us at 
1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 


OfOAHOMA. 

NAIM AMERICA 


1-800 -652-6552 


THE NORMAN GALLERY ASSOCIATION 


Cillery 


MAINSiTE j3 

CONTEMPORARY ART H™ 


EOi 


ENCOMPASS 

INTERIORS 

FURNITURE • DESIGN • ACCENTS 


THE CRUCIBLE 

^fl//rry ^<-/r lyture tjn rf)r/r 




ART GALLERY 


Fred Jones Jr. 
Museum of Art 


SOUTHERN PLAINS GALLERY 

106 E. MAIN • (406) 329-1900 

MAINSITE CONTEMPORARY ART 

“ 120/122 E. MAIN* (405) 292-8095 

joi SHEVAUN WILLIAMS STUDIO 

221 E MAIN • (MS) 329-6455 

TRIBES GALLERY 

307 L MAIN • (405) 329-4442 

THE CRUCIBLE GALLERY 

110 E. TONHAWA • (405) 579-2700 

HREH0USE ART CENTER 

444 S. FLOOD • (405) 5294523 

&L JACOBSON HOUSE 

600 CHAUTAUQUA • (405) 366-1667 

FRED JONES JR. 

410 E. BOVO • (405) 325-3272 

ENCOMPASS INTERIORS 

224 E. MAIN • (405) 366-13% 

For more information, 
please call 

(405) 3294523 


HOLIDAY ART WALK, DECEMBER 7, 6-9 PM 



Norman’s annual holiday celebration of the 

arts 

• Norman Gallery Wall? Dec 6 
• Standing Room Only Artist 

Demonstrations Dec 7 

• Concerts, Theatre and Dance 

Performances Throughout 
December 

For complete details 
Norman Arts Council 405.3G0.H62 
Norman Convention and Visitors Bureau 
800,767.7260 

www.wisitnorman.com www.normanarts.org 

Presented by the Oklahoman 
and other generous sponsors 



colorful classic operas: 

Hansel and Gretel 

Dec. 6, 8pm * Dec. 7, 2 pm 
Amah I and the Night Visitors 

Dec 7 , 8pm * Dec 8, 2pm 

Plus traditional and classic holiday 
music performed by the Cimarron 
Circuit Opera Company at the 
Sooner Theatre 

Contact CCOC for reservations 
and tour information 

405/364-8962 

www.ccocopera.org 




Dec 1, 1-5 pm- Opening of Indian Art & Artifacts Show & Sale 


FEATURED ARTISTS: 

Mary Stone, Cherokee 
Joyce Vinyard, Qtkkasow 
Deborah Ahtone, Kiowa 
Quannah Parker Burgess, Comanche 
Jon Tiger ; Creek 
Bruce Caesar Pawnee 
Cary Fanis, Cherokee 
Roberta Whiteshield Cheyenne 
Jr. Weryackwe, Comanche 
Jeff YeUowhair Kiowa 
tee Bocock, Choctaw 
Nathan Hart Cheyenne 
Reception sponsored by 
McClain Bank, Purcell 


CD's & Tapes from Native 
America n Winds 


l CDs 

A Aib 

jHt Celebration co-hosts: 

jHHtt Oklahoma Federation of 
flHt Indian Women, 
Scandinavian 
American Cultural ^ 

Interest Group of Norman, 

Native American Studies 
Program at the University ^ 
of Oklahoma o 


Federation of 
men, a 

an Jjfe 

uralMfc 

m 



Jacobson House Native Art Center NORMAN. . . 

609 Chautauqua * Norman, OK 73069 - 

For more information, call 405/366-1667 At*, 

Christmas Hours; D«, I - 14 , daily id am - 6 pm T* 



Chrism Cfubraiion of m Arts 


Saturday, December 1 , 2001 
10 am. to 5 p.m. 

ArtisIs-at-Work Demonstrations 
in All Antique Stores 

Downtown Antique District 
Main & Gray Streets 

Art Work for Sale 

'A Winlerjesl Second Year Annual Event 

presented by llie Norman Downtown 
Antique Dealers Association 







EVENTSGUIDE 


A GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS STATEWIDE 


ARDMORE 

Downtown Mom Street, Dec 2, Holiday Open 
House. Dec 7, Parade* (580) 226-6246 

Corter County Arts & Crafts Festival Nov 8- 

9, Hardy Murphy Coliseum, (580] 223-8485 

Christmas Eve Celebration Pec 24, Lake 
Murray Resort. (580) 223-6600 


BROKEN ARROW 

Holiday Tree Off Nov 14, Main Street 
(918) 251-5379 

Holiday Lights Nov 26-Dec 3 1 , Central Park. 
(918) 251-1518 

Meet Me in St. Louis Dec 6-1 5 r Community 
Playhouse. (91 8) 258-0077 


EDMOND 

Living Christmas Pageant Dec 6-8, Says 
Ranch Town. (405) 341 3606 
The Improv Show Dec 7 , Pegasus Theatre, Uni- 
versity oF Central Oklahoma. (405) 974-55 1 1 

Christmas Open House Dec 8, Arcadian Inn 
(405) 348-6347 


BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center Adams Blvd & Cherokee 
Ave. Nov 2 r Mozart's Requiem, Nov 5 f Trio Vo- 
ronezh Nov 8-10; Fait Antique Show. Nov 16, 
Edgar Cruz, Dec 6, Christmas Spectacular. Dec 
14-15, The Nutcracker. (9 1 8) 337-2787 
Price Tower Arts Center 5 1 0 S Dewey. Nov 
1 Dec 31, Bartlesville Collects American Art & 
Antiques. Dec 6-7, Gourmet Treats From the 
Tower. (918) 3364949 

Public Library 600 S Johnstone. Nov 1-Dec 
3 1 , Preschool Storytime. Nov 2 1 r Fall Series of 
Books: Sandwiched In. [918] 337-5353 

Christmas Back Home Nov 1-3, Red Dirt 
Soap Company, (918) 338-2276 
Stephen King's Misery Nov 1-3, Theater 
Bartlesville. (918) 336-1900 
Christmas Open House Nov 2-3, Keepsake 
Candle Factory. (918) 336-0351 
Bite of History Nov 13, Area History Museum, 
(918) 3384290 

Arts & Crafts Show Nov 16-17, Washington 
County Fairgrounds. (918) 333 4686 

Fantasy land of Lights Nov 22-Dec 30, John- 
stone Park. (918] 336-3378 
Holiday Open House Dec 1 , La Quinta Man- 
sion, (918) 3364696 


CLAREMORE 

Will Rogers Days Cloremore Guild Arts 
& Crafts Show Nov 1-3, Expo Center. 
(918) 341-3454 

Will Rogers Days Celebration Nov 3-4, Will 
Rogers Birthplace Ranch. (91 8) 341-071 9 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Nov 20-Dec 
8, Belvidere Mansion, (918) 342-1 137 

Dickens on the Boulevard Nov 22-24, 
Downtown. (918) 341-8615 

Annual Holiday Home Tour Dec 7, City- 
wEde. (918) 341-9696 

DUNCAN 

Downtown Main Street Nov 1 7, Holiday 
Open House. Dec 7, Christmas Parade Dec 
9-20, Twelve Days of Christmas Promotion. 
(580) 252-869 6 

Fairgrounds 1618 S 13th St. Nov 12, Arts & 
Crafts Show. Nov 13-16, Fall Classic Nat' I 
Hag Show & Sale, Dec 6-7, Creative Grafters 
Craft Show. (5 80] 255-0510 

Lighting the Trail Nov 23-Dec 3 1, Fuqua Park 
(580) 255-3644 

The Nutcracker Dec 7, Simmons Center. 
(580] 252-2900 


EL RENO 

Christmas on the Western Frontier Dec 5 r 

Downtown. (405) 262-8888 

Christmas Tour of Homes Dec 12, Citywide 
(405] 262-2552 

Fort Reno Christmas Dec 22, Fort Reno 
(405) 262-3987 

ELK CITY 

Christmas Craft Show Nov 1617, Civic Cen- 
ter. [580] 225-4399 

Open House Arts & Crafts Show Nov 22 

23 r Senior Citizen's Center, (91 8) 684-6310 

Christmas in the Park Nov 29-Dec 3! r Ack- 
ley Park. (580] 225-0207 

ENID 

Garfield County Fairgrounds 1 1 1 W Purdue 
Nov 1-2, Oklahoma Mennonite Relief Sale 
Nov 9, Annual Native American Powwow, 
(580) 237-0238 

Christmas with Leona Mitchell Dec 7-8, 
Enid Symphony Center, (405) 237-9646 
Prairie Christmas Dec 8, Museum of the 
Cherokee Strip. (580) 237- 1907 


BLEN DING OLD WJTH NEW 

Tradition and culture are woven into the Native American her- 
itage, When the twenty-fourth annual American Indian Science 
and Engineering Society [AI5ES) National Conference comes to 
the Tulsa Convention Center, threads of both will be mixed with 
twenty-flrst-century education and careers, 

"This is the only conference where Native Americans can be 
surrounded by thousands of other participants who are working 
toward a similar goal/' says Cara Cowan, the committee chair 
of the conference. 

The four-day even! includes a career fair with representatives 
from more than two hundred organizations, schools, and compa- 
nies, including heavy hitters like IBM and Hewlett-Packard. 

The conference also has a networking master plan. The 
Center of Excellence m Information Technology and Telecommu- 
nication will pair with the technological and telecom industries 
to provide student opportunities For graduate research and 


education prep. At the conference, the COE1TT, o state higher 
education hybrid partnering seven schools and universities, 
is providing hands-on engineering projects with math and 
science concepts. 

tn keeping with the spirit of the AISES mission statement to build 
a bridge between science and technology and the native values of 
Indian communities, evening networking options include storytelling, 
talking circles, and traditional games. 

Educators, professionals, and students at all secondary levels 
are encouraged to attend, 

— Joan Rhine 

More than 2,000 participants are expected to attend the AISES 
National Conference S Career Fair in Tulsa , November 7 A0. For 
information and registration , including discounted hotel opportune 
ties, call (88 8 j 52 fr 1242; aises.org. 
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EVENTSGUIDE 


FORT GIBSON 

Ladies Camp of Instruction Nov 9, Historic 
Sire. (918) 478-4088 

Festival of Trees & Wreaths Nov 25 -Dec 1 6, 
Granny's Porch Antique Mall (918) 6876747 

Christmas Tour of Homes Dec B, Citywide. 
(918) 47B-3747 

GUTHRIE 

Dodge Prairie Circuit Finals Rodeo Nov 8- 

9 h Lazy E Arena. (405) 282-3004 

Art Walk Nov 9 r Downtown. (405] 282-1947 

Statehood Day Celebration Nov 1 4-1 5 r Okla- 
homa Territorial Museum. (405) 282-1 889 

NORMAN 

Downtown Main Street. Dec 6, Holiday Arl 
Walk (405) 366-4523. Dec 7, Norman Christ- 
mas Parade, (405) 329-9259 

Firehouse Art Center 1 05 W Main Street, Nov 
1 -30 r Wreath Competition & Exhibit. Nov 1 5- 
Dec 29, Holiday Gift Gallery Dec 6-3 1 Paul 
Pfrehm Raku Sculptures. (405) 329-4523 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natu- 
ral History 2401 Chatauqua Ave Nov 
1-Dec 31, From Navajo Land to Oklahoma: 
Dine' Textile Art. Dec 3 5-3 1 , Powwow: Native 
American Celebration. (405) 325-4712 

Creative Craft Festival Nov 2-3, 29-30, Cleve* 
land County Fairgrounds. (405} 360-472 1 

Dutch Oven Cooking for Beginners Nov 
1 3 , Dec 6, Lake Thunderbfrd State Park, 
(405] 321-4633 


Winterfest Holiday Lighting Celebration 

Dec 6, Andrews Park. [405) 366-5472 

Historical Home Tour & Victorian Tea 

Dec 8, Cleveland County Historical Museum, 
(405] 321-0156 

Norman Ballet Company Presents The 
Oklahoma Nutcracker Dec 21-22, Sooner 
Theatre, (405) 360-1831 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

Blue Doar 2805 N McKinley Ave. Nov 2, Bob 
Malone, Nov 1 5, Mary McCaslin, Dec 6, Ther- 
apy Sisters with Mary Reynolds. Dec 7, Jimmy 
LaFave. Dec 21, Red Dirt Rangers Christmas 
Show. Dec 31, Bridge Road Caravan. (405) 
524-0738 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Californio. 
Nov 1 -9, Murder in Green Meadows, Nov 29- 
Dec I , It Runs in the Family. (405) 232-6500 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum 1 700 NE 63rd St. Nov 1 -Dec 1 , 
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association Exhibition. 
Nov 1 -Dec 3 1 , The Arts & Culture of the Ute Indi- 
ans Nov 1 -Dec 31, The Santa Fe Influence. Dec 
7 t Saturdays for Kids: Old-Fashioned Ornament 
Making. Dec 13, Michael Martin Murphey's 
Cowboy Christmas Boll Dec 1 7, A Night Before 
Christmas. (405) 478-2250 
Individual Artists of Oklahoma 81 1 N 
Broadway. Nov 9, Not So Silent Night. Nov 
22-Dec 21, Elaine Olafson Henry, Nov 22- 
Dec 21 , John Wolfe (405] 232-6060 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art 415 Couch 
Dr. Nov 1-3, Telematic Connections: The Virtual 
Embrace. Nov 2, Wired About jewelry. Nov 7, 


14, Art After School. Nov 9, Art Together. Nov 
1 3, Virtue & Beauty, Italian Portraits of the 1 5th 
Century from Italy, Nov 1 4, Drawing in the Gal- 
leries. Nov 16, Fun Chinese Watercdor, Nov 
16, 23, Studio 415: Just far Teens. Nov 20, Art 
Adventures: Shape Discovery. Nov 2 1 , Art After 
Work. Nov 21 -Dec 31 , Alex Katz: Small Point- 
ings. (405) 236-3100 

Oklahoma City University 2501 N Black- 
welder. Nov 1-15, Graduating Seniors Art 
Exhibition, (405) 521-5230. Dec 1, Shirley 
Jones in a Christmas Spectacular, (405] 974- 
3375. Dec 1-27, High School Print & Draw- 
ing Exhibition, |405] 521-5230 
Omniplex 2100 NE 52nd St. Nov 1-17, 
Robotix: Build the Adventure. Nov 1-24, Im- 
ages of the Infinite: Hubble Space Telescope. 
Nov 23-Dec 3 1 , Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit. 
[405] 602-6664 

State Fair Park Arena 144 & NW 10th St. 
Nov 1 0-23, American Quarter Horse Show, 
(405) 297-8938. Nov 29-Dec 8, Natl Rein- 
ing Horse Futurity, (405] 946-7400. Dec 7-8, 
Train Show, [405] 842 4846. Dec 10-14, 
World Barrel Racing Futurity, (405) 364- 
0274. Dec 31, Good Medicine Society's 
New Year's Eve Dance, (405) 943-7935 
George Bogart: Garden Chronicles Nov 
1-2, (untitled] Gallery, (405) 815-9995 
Fall Children, Teen, and Adult Classes 
Nav 1-23 r City Arts Center. [405) 951-0000 
BLAC Presents A Raisin in the Sun Nov 9, 
Civic Center Music Hall. (405] 297-2584 
Miss Fay's Touring Historical Marionette 
Theater Nov 1 9-2 1 , Oklahoma State Mu- 
seum of History. (405) 522-5248 
Chafing Dish Society Black Tie Buffet Dec 1 , 
Henry Overholser Mansion. (405) 528-8485 
Oklahoma Black Expo; Christmas & 
Kwanzaa Festival Dec 6-8, Cox Business 
Services Convention Center, (405) 521-0353 
Festival of Lights Parade Dec 7, Myriad 
Botanical Gardens. (405] 297-3995 
Christmas Home Tour Dec 7-8, Mesta Park. 
(405] 557-2502 

Cowboy Christmas Dec 14, Stockyards City. 
(405] 235-7267 

PAULS VALLEY 

Downtown Paul Ave & Santa Fe St, Nov 9, 
Welcome Back Downtown Dec 7, Christmas 
Parade of lights (405] 238-2555 

Foil Art & Craft Festival Nov 2, Fairgrounds, 
(580] 788-4565 

PERRY 

Pel Parade Dec 7, Downtown, (580] 336-4684 

Christmas Tea & Open House Dec 15, 

Cherokee Strip Museum. (580] 336-2405 

Christmas Tour of Homes Dec 15, Citywide. 
(580) 336-2552 

PONCA CITY 

Downtown Fifth & Grand St. Nov 27, Christ- 
mas Tree Lighting & Caroling. Dec 6, Holiday 
Parade, (580) 763-8082. 

Angel Central Nov 1-Dec 31, South End of 
Ponca Plaza. (580] 765-2093 
Christmas Gala Dec 7, Morland Mansion. 
(580) 762-9797 


THE SLIGHTLY FROZEN POND 

The white lights outline the boy window 

and faintly reflect 

in the slightly frozen pond 

Farmers in wool hats and flannel shirts 
boys and girls with sleds 
stare at their reflections 
in the slightly frozen pond 

As hot cider simmers 
and warm gingerbread cools 
the echo of Christmas carols 
lingers high above 
the slightly frozen pond 

— 'Priscilla Mohnkern-Forehand 

Priscilla Mohnlcern-Forehand fives with her husband Michael in 
8/on chard. She is a student at Rose State Co/lege in Midwest City 
and a former editorial assistant for Oklahoma Today. 
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Holiday Historic Home Tour Dec 7, City- 
wide, (580) 765-5383 

Christmas Tree Collage Exhibit Dec 3-29, 
Ponca City Art Center. (500) 765-9746 

STILLWATER 

Downtown 6th and Morn Street. Nov ] 7, Holi- 
day Open House. Dec 5 , Christmas Parade, 
(405) 624-2921 

Progress on the Land: Industry & Ameri- 
can Landscape Art Show Nov 1-27, Gar- 
diner Art Gallery. (405) 744-9782 
They Came from Mars Nov 7-10, 1447, Town 
& Gown Theatre. (405) 372-9122 
Fall Festival Nov 0-10, Payne County Expo 
Center. (405) 6244 828 

Gourd Christmas Ornament Art Class 

Nov 16, Multi-Art Center. (405) 747-8084 

Homage to the Heroes of America Dec 7 , 

Museum of Higher Education. (405) 744-2828 

SULPHUR 

Artists of the Arbuckles Art Show Nov 12, 

400 W Muskogee. (580) 622-2216 

Winter Wonderland Dec 1 -25 r Country Club 
Drive. (580) 622 2824 

Historic Candlelight Tour Dec 6-7, Chicka- 
saw Nai l Recreation Area. (580) 622-3161 
ArbuckJe County Christmas Tour of 
Homes Dec 12, Citywide. (580) 622-2824 


TULSA 

Expo Square 4145 E 2 I st St. Nov 1 -3, Arts & 
Crafts Festival. Nov 1-3, Cluster Dog Show, 
Nov 14-17, Kids World, Nov 1 6, Antique Toy 
& Doll Show. Nov 22-24, Tulsa Holiday Marl. 
Dec 12-14, Farm Show. (918) 744-1 1 13 
lnt f l Linen Registry Tulsa Promenade. Nov 

1- 11, Woolworks. Nov 1 8-Dec 3 1 , Treasures 
From the Attic. (918) 622-5223 

Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd Sf. Nov 

2- 3, 6-9, God's Mon in Texas. Nov 7-9, 
Mary of Scotland. Nov 84 0, Tulsa Ballet 
Presents Legends in the Fall, Nov 15-16, 
Children's Theatre Presents The Pied Piper. 
Nov 16, Mahler's Symphony No, 2, Resur- 
rection. Nov 17, Pilobolus Dance Theatre. 
Nov 22-23, Celtic Music Series Presents 
Gaelic Storm, Dec 4, Tulsa Festival Ringers. 
Dec 6, Dr. Elliot Engel: The Dickens Nobody 
Knows. Dec 13-22, Tulso Ballet Presents The 
Nutcracker. Dec 19, Tulsa Ballet Presents 
Nutty Nutcracker. (918) 596-7122 

Philbroak Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford 
Rd. Nov 1-10, American Modern, 1 925- 1 940: 
Design for a New Age. Nov 1 - Dec 3 1 , Ameri- 
can Drawings Exhibit. (918) 749-7941 
Tulsa Convention Center 100 Civic Center & 
7th St. Nov 1-3, Train Show. Nov 164 7, De- 
pression Gloss Show. Nov 22-23, Cliff Kleen 
Wrestling Tournament. (918) 596-7177 
Tuba Garden Center 2435 S Peoria Nov 9- 


10, Bonsai Show, Dec 7, Carols & Crumpets. 
(918) 746-5125 

Veterans Day Parade Nov 11, Downtown 
(918) 584-4274 

Christmas Lights the Park Dec 2-31, River 
West Festival Park. (918) 596-2001 
Poetry of Place Exhibition Dec 15-31, Gil- 
creose Museum. (918) 596-2700 

WAGONER 

Sequoyah State Park 8 Miles East of Warner 
on Hwy 5 J . Nov 1-3, Foil Festival. Dec 7-30, 
Lights in ihe Pork (918) 772-2046 

Western Swing Music Concert Nov 7 9, 

Western Hills Guest Ranch (91 8) 772-2545 

OUT & ABOUT 

AUNE Pioneer Christmas, Dec 7-31, Sod House 
Museum (580) 463 2441 
ALIUS Southwest Oklahoma Craftsmen Holiday 
Arts & Crafts Show, Nov 9, Community Cen- 
ter. (580) 482-0210 

ALTUS Christmas in the Park, Nov 24-Dec 31 , 
Hightower Pork. (580) 481-2265 
ANADARKO Holiday Celebration, Nov 26-Dec 
31, Rond left Park. (405) 247-6651 
ATOKA Motors port Races, Nov 9, Hwy 3 East. 
(580) 889-7202 

ATOKA County Arts & Crafts Festival, Dec 6-7, 
Atoka Armory. (580) 889-7337 



Gmnleaf State Park * Gore, OK 

(^alm waters are calling. Beckoning you to a place of recreation and relaxation. Where your time is your 
own. And a cozy cabin, your lakeside home. Here, at one of Oklahoma s 50 state parks and resorts. 

Your time has come. Call 1-80Q-652-OKLA today for reservations or a free Oklahoma Travel Guide, travelok.com 


0K1AH0MA 

NATIVE AMERICA 


PLANNER 
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BETHANY Christmas Wonderland, Nov 23-Dec 
26, The Children's Center. (405| 789-671 1 
BRAGGS Slcar Party, Nov 1-2. Greenleaf State 
Park. (918) 487-7125 

CHECOTAH Holiday Homes Tour, Dec 8, Koty 
Depot. (918) 473 5872 

CHEYENNE Main Street Christmas, Nov 22, 
Main Street. (580) 497-2760 
CHEYENNE Arts & Crafts Show, Dec 7. Roger 
Mills County Ag Pavilion, (580] 497-3354 
CLINTON Festival of Lights Parade, Dec 3, 
Downtown. (580) 323-2222 
CORDELL Parade of Lights, Nov 28, Downtown. 
(580) 832-5888 

DEL CITY Country & Western Hall of Fame 
3925 $E 29th St. Nov 9, Dec 14, Bluegrass 
Music Society Concert & Jam, (405] 485- 
2370. Nov 17, Oklahoma Country Music 
Association Jubilee, (405) 677-6107 
DURANT Christmas in the City of Magnolias, Dec 
2-31, Carl Albert Park. (580] 924-8459 
FAIRV1EW World's Oldest Free Fly-In & Airshow, 
Nov 9, Municipal Airport. (580] 227-3788 
GORE Trout Tournament, Nov 1-3, Marva! Re- 
sort. (918] 489-2295 

GUYMON Pumpkin Patch Crafts Festival, Nov 
2-3, Fairgrounds. (580) 338-2473 
HOBART Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
Nov 30, Downtown, (580) 726-4206 
HOBART Tour of Homes, Dec 1, Citywide. 
(580) 726-3054 

JENKS Holiday Open House, Nov 21-24, Main 
Street. (918) 299-5005 


KINGFISHER Craft and Gift Show, Nov 9, Fair- 
grounds. (405) 375-4445 
KINGFISHER Tatting Workshop, Nov 16, Dec 
21, Chisholm Trail Museum. (405) 375-5176 
LAWTON The Nutcracker, Dec 7, McMahon 
Auditorium. (580) 357-2700 
LAWTON Holiday Open House, Dec 8, Percus- 
sive Arts Society, (580] 353-1455 
MARLOW Christmas Parade, Dec 7, Downtown. 
(580) 658-2212 

MIAMI Breakfast with Santa, Nov 30, Down- 
town. (918) 542-1590 

MUSKOGEE Civic Center 425 Boston St, Nov 2, 
USO Show, (91 8) 684-6363, Nov 29-30, Fall 
& Holiday Show, (918) 682-2422 
NEWKIRK Downtown Main Street. Nov 24, 
Historic Home Tour. Dec 7, Christmas Pa- 
rade. Dec 14, Children's Christmas Shop, 
|580] 362-2377 

OKMULGEE Dripping Springs Rendezvous & 
Fall Encampment, Nov 7-10, Dripping Springs 
Stale Park. (918) 756 2840 
OKMULGEE Festival of Lights Parade, Dec 7, 
Downtown. (918) 758-1015 
SAPULPA Downtown Dewey & Walnut St. Nov 
2, Main Street Holiday Open House. Nov 21 , 
Lights Or. (918) 224-5709 
SAYRE Holiday on Main Street & Christmas Ba- 
zaar, Dec 7, Downtown. (580] 928-2514 
SEILING Christmas Craft Show, Dec 6-8, Selling. 

(580) 922-7383 

SHAWNEE Garland Arts & Crafts Show, Nov 
23-24, Expo Center. (405) 399-251 1 


SHAWNEE Christmas Parade, Dec 5, Down- 
town. (405) 273-1080 

TUTTLE Christmas Tour of Homes & Crafts, Nov 
30, Cilywide, (405] 381-4600 
Vt AN TenkilSer State Park & Sequoyah Nat l 
Wildlife Refuge Hwy Route 68 Nov 2, Wom- 
en in the Outdoors Workshop Nov 9, 16, 
Waterfowl Tours. Nov 15, Dec 20, Refuge 
Tours. (918)489-5641 

For more listings, visit our 
website at oklahomatoday.com. 

Oates and times are subject to change; 
please confirm before attending any event . 
The events guide is a free service published 
on a space-available basis « 7b be con- 
sidered r please mail a notice of the event 
that includes date , place , address, and both 
a contact telephone number and a phone 
number that can be published. Notices must 
arrive at Oklahoma Today three calendar 
months prior to publication ( i.e , March/ 
April 2003 events musf arrive by Decem- 
ber 1 J. Send to: Events Guide , Oklahoma 
Today, PO. Box 53384 , Oklahoma City, 
OK 73 152 or fax: (405) 522-4588 or 
eve n tsg uide @ok lahomatoday com . We 
cannot take listings over the telephone , 


Reader Service Card Directory 

Want to know more about our advertisers? It's as easy as 1-2*3 


] Detach the Reader Response postcard, 

2 Circle the numbers that correspond with the 
advertisers you want to team mare about. 

3 Drop the postage-paid postcard in the mail, 


1 Adams Mark Hotel 

2 AEP/PSO 

3 Ain I rak 

4 Ardmore Main Street Authority 

5 Boma Pie Kitchen 

6 Bed re Chocolates 

7 Boulevard of Lights, Lawton 

8 Capitol Hill Main Street 

9 Carol Castor, Artist 

10 Christmas at RHEMA, Broken 
Arrow 

1 1 Christmas Extravaganza, 

Lang ley /Disney 

12 Christmas in the Park, Altus 

1 3 Christmas in the Pork, Elk City 

1 4 Christmas in the Park, Yukon 

1 5 Christmas on the Boulevard, 
Claremore 

16 Chri stmas Wonderla nd , 

Bethany 

1 7 Gmrnarron Circuit Opera 
Company 

18 City Lights, McAl ester 

1 9 Comanche Nation Gomes 

20 Crystal Christmas, Woodward 

21 Denison, TX Chamber of 
Commerce 

22 Downtown Antique Dealers 

23 Edmond CVB 

24 Elk City Chamber of Commerce 


25 Elk City Holiday Inn 

26 Eskimo Joes 

27 Fantasyland of Lights, Bartlesville 

28 Festival of Angels, Ponca City 

29 Festival of Lights Parade, 
Okmulgee 

30 Festival of Lights, Ardmore 

31 Festival of Lights, Chickasha 

32 Field's Pies 

33 Five Civilized Tribes Museum 

34 Frankoma Pottery 

35 Friends of the Mansion 

36 Frontier Country Marketing 
Association 

37 Garden of Lights, Muskogee 

38 Garden of Lights, OKC 

39 Gordon's Jewelers 

40 The Gourmet Gallery 

41 Great Plains Country Association 

42 Green Country Marketing 
Association 

43 Greenwood Cultural Center 

44 Haskell Antique Auctions 

45 Head Country Food Products 

46 Holiday lights in Central Park, 
Broken Arrow 

47 Holiday Lights Spectacular, 
Midwest City 

48 Holiday Tree Fest, OKC 

49 Indian Creek Winery 


50 International Pro Rodeo 
Association 

51 J.C. Potter Sausage 

52 Jacobson House 

53 Jasmine Moron Childrens 
Museum 

54 Kaw Lake Association 

55 Keepsake Candles 

56 Kingfisher in Lights 

57 Landgraf Farms 

58 Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of 
Commerce 

59 Lights at the Lake, Grove 

60 Lyons IndEon Store 

6 1 Mar iDee 1 11 s Cou ntry K itchen 
Cakes 

62 McBirney Mansion 

63 Midwest City Chamber of 
Commerce 

64 Myriad Gardens 

65 Neighbors Coffee 

66 Norman Arts & Humanities 
Council 

67 Norman CVB 

68 Norman Gallery Association 

69 OG&E 

70 Oklahoma City CVB 

71 Ok lahoma Depa rtment of 
Agriculture 

72 Oklahoma Main Street 


73 Oklahoma Natural Gas 

74 Oklahoma Peanuts 

75 Oklahoma Pork Council 

76 Oklahoma Tourism & 
Recreation Department 

77 Okmul gee Main Street 

78 Omnipfex 

79 OU Medical Center 

80 The Outlaw Company 

8 1 Pepper Creek Farms 

82 Pete's Place Restaurant 

83 Ponca City Tourism 

84 Red Dirt Soop Company 

85 Renaissance Salon & Day Spa 

86 Sam Noble Museum Gift Shop 

87 Sapulpa Main Street 

88 Shawnee CVB 

89 Stillwater CVB 

90 Stone Bluff Cellars, LLC 

91 Sulphur Main Street 

92 Territorial Christmas, Guthrie 

93 UMBBank 

94 Valley View Pecan Company 

95 The Village at Ruidaso, NM 

96 Watonga Cheese Factory 

97 Wichita Buffalo Company, LLC 

98 Wild Irish Rase Farm 

99 Windsor Market 

100 Wintersmith Park Christmas 
Lighting, Ada 
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OJOAHCM 

tSlAnVE AMERICA 


GREEN COUNTRY 

For more information , contact us at 

T3 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 


1-800-922-2118 • www.greencounrty.com 




Importers of Fine 
European Antiques 

(iW/fhifty / /n/tJtrJ/ Etttfhim) / 
fklifumt / St vi/titit f / 1 tWiiA i / MW 

Located m Juiulion (i-l & r 72 Jl vvy. 
Smith ol' Tulsa 
HaakdlpOK 
U18/h82-3 1 H7 
vwvvv,haslud latte i ion .com 

Auction* In-Id cvt-ry Saturday al 1(1 a.m. 
Call t n- vS-mh tlu* uvts*iu- lar inlb 



Holiday Open House 
November 2 6 3 


Ask about our 
Farmhouse Christmas 

COLLECTION 

1-888-636-0351 

www, kcepsakecandles.com 
West on US 60 
Bartlesville, OK 71003 

Gingerbread Crockery Candle: $21 

Votlves: $L 25 

Gingerbread: $5 



Home of... 


* Black WhII Sireet Memorial 

• Mil? to Renais_sanee 
Permanent Exhibit of the 
1921 Race Riol 

* Mabte B. Little Heritage House 

• Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame 

• Visit Our Gift Shop 


from it it (urn of the century through the 
early 1S20$, Tubas Greenwood 
District grew to become one o f the 
country's most prosperous African- 
American communities. Today, the 
historic Greenwood District serves 
as art important lesson in human 
courage and perseverance, and a 
vivid reminder of Tulsa 's early 
African-American citizens who creat- 
ed a thriving community that holds a 
unique place in Tulsa history : 


322 North Greenwood Avenue 
- 918,596.1020 

w w wg men woo d cu lluralc ante r. c om 


Tulsa’s 
Route 66 
Headquarters 



Jewelry / Arts & Crafts /Sou venters 

Lyon’s Indian Store 

918-582-6372 


□ TULSA □ 
TREASURES 

Gifts /Gift Baskets /Tulsa Videos 

Tulsa Treasures 

918-582-9178 


i^ti- 

Hi 1 

h=t— r 4 

; MB'l 

m 

ante 


The Historic Warehouse M.irkci Duiklin^ 
A Ruuiu 66 Landmark fur 75 years 
401 East 1 1 ih Street 



Give the 
Gift of Mature 

Natural soaps, 
„ — shaving mtwp> 
bath salts, & 
massage 
oils. Ask 
about our 
■jyft different 

gift sets. 


Red Dirt 


9181338-2276 
FAX 9181338-2296 
www.reddirtsoap. com 


SOAP COMPANY 



Tulsa \ niffit luxurious gucsl accommodations for 
business or pleasure— H guest rooms, all wiih private 
baths, cable TV and in-room phones with dala ports 
Near Tulsa’s dow ntown business district and Performing 
Arts Center 


Easy access to Tulsa h finest an racoons, restaurants. 
Philbrmk and Gikreasc Museums and shopping in 
UiieQ Square. Cherry Sum and Brttoksidc 
Situated on 3 acres of kind overlooking (he Arkansas 
River, adjacent to Tulsa's River Parks, 


( 9 18 ) 585-3234 

1414 S. Galveston, Tulsa 

ww n , % lc Bi rncvMa nsio n, cum 


,,Relive 

^Heritage 

Relive the heritage of the 
Cherokee, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw. Creek ami Seminole 
tribes in Indian Territory. 



2002-03 MAJOR EVENTS SCHEDULE: 

Sept. 1 - Oct* 25: Native American Games Exhibit 
Oct* 6-31: Master Artists Show and Sale 
Nov* 4 - Dec* 31: Invitational Art Show and Sale 
Nov* I - Feb, 25, 2<M)3: First Americans, 

First Oklahomans: Indian Peoples Exhibit 

Museum store carries Indian arts &, crafts. Members receive a 
10% discount, plus an additional 20% on all prims in December* 

THE 

FIVE 

CIVILIZED 
TRIBES ♦ MUSEUM 

Agency Hill , Honor Heights Drive * Muskogee. OK 7440 1 
IgtS) 683-1701 * fivetrihes.org 

Hours: Mon, -Sat. 10-5: Sun. 1-5 







Retreat yourse i 


Skin Care 8c Skin Treatments 
Body Massage & Body Wraps 
Body Booster; relax, de-stress & muscle relief 
Manicures Pedicures Nails 
Hair designs for men 8c women 
Cuts Penns Colors 


10440 Broadway Extension 
Oklahoma City • 405/751-8888 

www.salonren.com 


lrji//toa/eo avai/ab/e /o j 
/ a// r/f/t air Ufa AewAonl 


liiiiuiwinu- Salon proudly 
iwa firulmh made 

AVEDA 


RjL'Iiauuncc Molt accept*; 


More than 20 years experience in 


areas of service. 



lifts that give back. 

the fifrn Noble 

luseum of Natural Hist dry. w< 


~ fee to? 

visit museum storr 

www.sflomnb.owasiu 

/ \ J 

Located on the Tj 
University of OMaHond^ 
campus in Norntem - 

[saM"NQ'BLE 


■ offAitihqaMji an 


Native American art 
Hand -crafted jewelry 
Cherokee Heritage pottery I 

Fossils and quality reproductions ; 

Complete line of Burts Bees products t 
Primal Elements hand-made soaps ’ * 
New African collection \ * 



,nvw.castoroils.net 

" Gifts of Fine Art from the American Heartland” 


.--VI 


Shop Six Galleries / I 


Portraits native American 
I RattclK^A meric<mtt<S tiered U 1 
j Prairie 




P.0. Box 41 1 Vim la, OK 74301 FAX 918.256.6596 
e-mail; eastorartigyunct.com 





The Ranch Collection 

Handcrafted 
in Oklahoma 


Send a Gourmet Slice of Oklahoma 

for the Holidays and Your Special Occasions 

Each of our Heritage Collection pies made with Grandma Barna’s original 
recipe is carefully packaged to ensure its safe arrival anywhere in the U.S, 

Order online or call toll-free 1-877-588-0995 
Remember the Recipe - www. BamaPie.com 


oil Jay Gift 


2400 Frankoma Road 

Sapulpa, OK 74066 

(918) 224-551 1 ■ (800) 331-3650 


Outlet store hours: 

9am - 5pm Mon thru Sal 
1 pm - 5pm Sun 


visit us at www.frankoma.com 


J y 

/ / ff r/y ( (jiff ■ 9 f/i r 


Give a subscription to someone you 
love and they'll receive 6 issues [1 year) for only 
$15.95, This special gl ft price is a savings of 53% off ihe 
newsstand price Also, your gift recipients will receive our 
annual OKT Traveler Guide to Cafes and Diners ol no extra 
cost to you 

Coll 1 -BOO-777- 1 793 r or visit us online at oklahomaloday.com 


FSANKOMA 

.POTTERY 

Factory Outlet Store 


Indian Creek 
Village Winery 

For the finer meals m lit 

GIFT S&OP 
TASTING ROOM 
TOURS & PRIVATE PARTIES 
FOODS & SAUCES 
GIFT BASKETS 

NON-ALCOHOLIC GRAPE 
JUICES & GOURMET* WINES 

Located in Major (Jountt in 
Northwest Oklahoma 


From 58 Junction, 

3 miles west on 412, 
then 1/2 mile north 

www.indiancreekvUlage.com 

( 580 ) 883-4919 








of Work 


Although R.A. Lafferty 
was largely unrecog- 
nized throughout his 
career, the Tulsa writer 
was honored by the 
Oklahoma Center for 
the Book with the Arrell 
Gibson Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award in 1995, 


TT IS SOMEHOW FITTING — HOWEVER TRAGICALLY 
JL so — that the best Oklahoma book no one has ever read was 
; penned by the best Oklahoma author no one has ever heard of 
But if history is rife with examples of literary genius discovered 
postmortem, then perhaps Tulsas Raphael Aloysios Lafferty will 
finally get his due. 

The self-described “cranky old man from Tulsa,” who died 
in a Broken Arrow nursing home earlier this year at the age of 
eighty-seven, wrote dozens of books and hundreds of short stories 
in a career that began in his forties. However, despite his prolific 
output, Lafferty never achieved widespread fame, due in no small 
parr to his eclectic subject matter and unique writing style. 

While Lafferty is generally categorized as a science fiction/ 
fantasy writer, his work has always defied such tidy pigeonholes. 
In 1972, one year before Lafferty won a Hugo award for his sci- 
ence fiction short story “Euremas Dam,” he published OkLi Han- 
nah, a historical novel that chronicles the history of the Choctaw 
tribe in Oklahoma through its protagonist, Hannali In nominee. 
That he could do both genres so well — and yet remain so widely 
unknown — is both a testament to his genius as a writer and a 
reminder that genius is often unmarketable. 

Despite the sci-fi label, Laffertys writing — with its peculiar 
style and structure — -can be compared to that of James Joyce, 
No matter the subject, Laffertys surreal rail tales exhibit a lilting, 
singsong cadence, an unmistakable stamp that enthralls his hard- 


core fans but forces some readers to simply give up, hopelessly 
entangled in his syntactic jungle. 

Virtually an entire generation of sci-fi writers credits him as an 
influence, but the vast majority of Laffertys work is long out of 
print and extremely rare. As such, there is no definitive Lafferty 
bibliography. Some of his work remains alive on the publish- 
ing fringes, available from the small indie and underground 
presses that have always sustained him. But for the most pan, 
Laffertys hooks are now the exclusive domain of book scouts, 
fans, and collectors. 

Okla Hannali is a notable exception. In 1 991 , the University 
of Oklahoma Press resurrected Lafferty s hypnotic tale of the 
Choctaw Nation, and Oklahoma's literary landscape is richer 
for it. Few books — fiction or nonfiction — capture the mood of 
Indian Territory as completely as Laffertys* and his singular style 
imparts a dreamy, songlike quality to the tale. 

Laffertys death barely registered in literary circles, bur perhaps 
his passing will rekindle scholarly and public interest in his work. 
Both the University of Tulsa and the University of Iowa maintain 
Lafferty collections, and of course, there is that vast body of work 
j u s t wa i t i n g to he red i s cove red . 

Until then, however, R.A, Laffertys legacy and his contribu- 
tions to Oklahoma and world literature will remain much as they 
a I ways have — u n kn ow n . 

—Chad Ixjve 


72 


OK L AHOM ATGDAY ■ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002 


Electric Utility 


Perception. 



Reality. 


Brightening your life and the holidays. Displaying a glowing array of energy solutions.That’s OGE. 
Visit the OGE Garden Lights and Crystal Bridge at the Myriad Botanical Gardens, 
downtown Oklahoma City, through December 31st. 



www.oge.com c 2001 OGE Energy Corp. NYSE: OGE 


:countability. stability, reliability, flexibility, accountability, stability, reliabilit 
aility. accountability, power at the speed of life". flexibility, reliability. accO 
liability, accountability, flexibility, stability, reliability, accountability, flexibili 








